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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
•	Please refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

•	Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

•	Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is located on the traditional territories and 
ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many other Native 
American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused 
devastating and lasting impacts. 

Click or tap to read full CU Boulder land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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Faculty Tuesdays
Images of Nature
Andrew Cooperstock, piano
Abigail Nims, mezzo soprano
David Requiro, cello
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023
Grusin Music Hall

Program
A Quiet Afternoon (1951) 
Ned Rorem (1923-2022)

I.	 A Quiet Afternon
II.	 A New Game
III.	 The Little Boy Lost
IV.	 The Little Boy Found
V.	 Lonesome Waltz
VI.	 The Tiny Tin Dancers
VII.	 Near the Strange Garden
VIII.	A Trick
IX.	 Evening Rainbow

Andrew Cooperstock, piano

Four Songs 
Ned Rorem

	 Clouds (1968)
	 I Strolled Across an Open Field (1948)
	 Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening (1990)
	 Early in the Morning (1958)

Abigail Nims, mezzo soprano
Andrew Cooperstock, piano
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Oiseaux tristes (“Sad Birds”) (1905)
Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

Dragonflies (1929)
Florence Price (1887-1953)

On a Quiet Lake (1929)
Florence Price

Lo zio acquatico (“The Aquatic Uncle”) (2022) 
Michael Ippolito (b. 1985)

Une Barque sur l’océan (“A Boat on the Ocean”) (1905)
Maurice Ravel
Andrew Cooperstock, piano

The Work at Hand (2015)
Jake Heggie (b. 1961)

	 Part Three: The Slow Seconds
Abigail Nims, mezzo soprano
David Requiro, cello
Andrew Cooperstock, piano

Histoires naturelles (“Natural History”) (1906) 
Maurice Ravel

I.	 Le Paon (“The Peacock”)
II.	 Le Grillon (“The Cricket”)
III.	 Le Cygne (“The Swan”)
IV.	 Le Martin-Pêcheur (“The Kingfisher”)
V.	 La Pintade (“The Guinea-fowl”)

Abigail Nims, mezzo soprano
Andrew Cooperstock, piano
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Program notes
The final days of winter bring the promise of spring, bittersweet perhaps with 
memories of recent loss coupled with hope for renewal. Tonight’s program 
features images of nature and the cycle of life. With Ned Rorem’s scenes of 
childhood for piano solo and landscapes depicted through song, we honor 
the American composer, who nearly lived to celebrate his 100th birthday this 
year. A premiere of a watery piece by Michael Ippolito is grouped with images 
of wings and water by Florence Price and Maurice Ravel. Jake Heggie’s 
powerful The Work at Hand is inspired by poetry of Laura Morefield, and her 
struggle with terminal illness. Finally, we return to Ravel, who with words by 
Jules Renard describes four birds and a cricket in ways that might seem all too 
familiar to humans: the grandiose yet insecure peacock, the OCD cricket, the 
graceful yet gluttonous swan, the brilliantly blue kingfisher who takes a fishing 
pole for a branch, and the pugnacious hunchbacked guinea-fowl. 

Four Songs 
Music by Ned Rorem (1923-2022)

Clouds (To David Diamond)
Poetry by Paul Goodman (1911-1972)
So effortlessly
we are not given to move on earth
as these in heaven clouds,
nor without desire
to tend whither the airs conspire.
The clouds exaggerate and pile
into heights of mile on mile.
In the breathing o’ the universe
they drift asunder and disperse.
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I Strolled Across an Open Field
Poetry by Theodore Roethke (1908-1963)
I strolled across
An open field;
The sun was out;
Heat was happy

This way! This way!
The wren’s throat shimmered
Either to other
The blossoms sang

The stones sang
The little ones did
And the flowers jumped
Like small goats

A ragged fringe 
Of daisies waved;
I wasn’t alone
In a grove of apples

Far in a wood A nestling sighed;
The dew loosened
Its morning smells

I came where the river
Ran over stones:
My ears knew
An early joy

And all the waters
Of all the streams
Sang in my veins 
That summer day
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Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
Poetry by Robert Frost (1874-1963)
Whose woods these are I think I know
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake

The woods are lovely, dark and deep
But I have promises to keep
And miles to go before I sleep
And miles to go before I sleep

Early in the Morning
Poetry by Robert Hillyer (1895-1961)
Early in the morning
Of a lovely summer day
As they lowered the bright awning
At the outdoor café
I was breakfasting on croissants
And café au lait
Under greenery like scenery
Rue François Premier
They were hosing the hot pavement
With a dash of flashing spray
And a smell of summer showers
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When the dust is drenched away
Under greenery like scenery
Rue François Premier
I was twenty and a lover
And in Paradise to stay
Very early in the morning
Of a lovely summer day

The Work at Hand (2015)
Poetry by Laura Morefield (1960-2011)
Music by Jake Heggie (b. 1961)
And then:
there are slow seconds like these,
when the single square of window reveals
pine tree needles
bursting into branches,
making their stubborn way through a furrowed trunk.
When the wind moves
like a feathered thing over my waiting skin.
When all I want is to unfold a small quilt
of sunlight onto the cool green and sit very still,
to let the light of heaven flow over me like honey
until my bones are on fire with the beauty of it all.

Histoires naturelles (“Natural History”) (1906) 
Poetry by Jules Renard (1864-1910)
Translations by Richard Stokes
Music by Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)

The Peacock
He will surely get married today.
It was to have been yesterday. In full regalia he was ready. It was only his bride 
he was waiting for. She has not come. She cannot be long.
Proudly he processes with the air of an Indian prince, bearing about his person 
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the customary lavish gifts. Love burnishes the brilliance of these colours, and 
his crest quivers like a lyre.
His bride does hot appear.
He ascends to the top of the roof and looks towards the sun. He utters his 
devilish cry:
Léon! Léon!
It is thus that he summons his bride. He can see nothing drawing near, and no 
one replies. The fowls are used to all this and do not even raise their heads. 
They are tired of admiring him. He descends once more to the yard, so sure of 
his beauty that he is incapable of resentment.
His marriage will take place tomorrow.
And, not knowing what to do for the rest of the day, he heads for the flight of 
steps. He ascends them, as though they were the steps of a temple, with a 
formal tread.
He lifts his train, heavy with eyes that have been unable to detach themselves.
Once more he repeats the ceremony.

The Cricket
It is the hour when, weary of wandering, the black insect returns from his 
outing and carefully restores order to his estate.
First he rakes his narrow sandy paths.
He makes sawdust which he scatters on the threshold of his retreat.
He files the root of this tall grass likely to annoy him.
He rests.
Then he winds up his tiny watch.
Has he finished? Is it broken? He rests again for a while.
He goes inside and shuts the door.
For an age he turns his key in the delicate lock.
And he listens:
Nothing untoward outside.
But he does not feel safe.
And as if by a tiny chain on a creaking pulley, he lowers himself into the bowels 
of the earth.
Nothing more is heard.
In the silent countryside the poplars rise like fingers in the air, pointing to the 
moon.
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The Swan
He glides on the pond like a white sledge from cloud to cloud. For he is hungry 
only for the fleecy clouds that he sees forming, moving, dissolving in the water. 
It is one of these that he wants. He takes aim with his beak and suddenly 
immerses his snow-clad neck.
Then, like a woman’s arm emerging from a sleeve, he draws it back up. 
He has caught nothing.
He looks about: the startled clouds have vanished. Only for a second is he 
disappointed, for the clouds are not slow to return, and, over there, where the 
ripples fade, there is one reappearing.
Gently, on his soft cushion of down, the swan paddles and approaches…
He exhausts himself fishing for empty reflections, and perhaps he will die, a 
victim of that illusion, before catching a single shred of cloud.
But what am I saying?
Each time he dives, he burrows with his beak in the nourishing mud and brings 
up a worm.
He’s getting as fat as a goose.

The Kingfisher
Not a bite, this evening, but I had a rare experience.
As I was holding out my fishing rod, a kingfisher came and perched on it.
We have no bird more brilliant.
He was like a great blue flower at the tip of a long stem. The rod bent beneath 
the weight. I held my breath, so proud to be taken for a tree by a kingfisher.
And I’m sure he did not fly off from fear, but thought he was simply flitting from 
one branch to another.

The Guinea-fowl
She is the hunchback of my barnyard. She dreams only of wounding, because 
of her hump.
The hens say nothing to her: suddenly, she swoops and harries them.
Then she lowers her head, leans forward, and, with all the speed of her skinny 
legs, runs and strikes with her hard beak at the very centre of a turkey’s tail.
This poseuse was provoking her.
Thus, with her bluish head and raw wattles, pugnaciously she rages from morn 
to night. She fights for no reason, perhaps because she always thinks they are 
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making fun of her figure, of her bald head and dropping tail.
And she never stops screaming her discordant cry, which pierces the air like a 
needle.
Sometimes she leaves the yard and vanishes. She gives the peace-loving 
poultry a moment’s respite. But she returns more rowdy and shrill. And in a 
frenzy she wallows in the earth.
Whatever’s wrong with her?
The cunning creature is playing a trick.
She went to lay her egg in the open country.
I can look for it if I like.
And she rolls in the dust, like a hunchback.

Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for 
more information.

Andrew Cooperstock, piano
Abigail Nims, mezzo soprano
David Requiro, cello

https://www.colorado.edu/music/andrew-cooperstock
https://www.colorado.edu/music/abigail-nims
https://www.colorado.edu/music/david-requiro
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Upcoming events at the College of Music
Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always 

be up to date. Click or tap each button to explore upcoming events.

Artist Series

Faculty Tuesdays +  
Guest Recitals

Student Recitals

Student Ensembles

Eklund Opera

Musical Theatre

Educational Events

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bseries%5D%5B%5D=artist&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/education/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap  
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund 
Supporters 
Thank you to all individuals who have contributed. This list 
comprises all gifts of $50+ made to the College of Music 
Dean’s Annual Fund between Jun. 1, 2021 and Nov. 30, 
2022. If you are interested in making a donation to the 
Dean’s Annual Fund, please contact Assistant Dean for 
Advancement Andrew Todd at atodd@colorado.edu. 

$50,000+
The Estate of David Turner
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Wright Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Daniel Trump
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation, Inc. (1)
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund (1)
Babs and Mike Gerber
National Philanthropic Trust Donor 

Advised Funds (1)
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
The Seaver Institute
Community Foundation Boulder 

County - Aronson Family Fund
The R. David & Suzanne A. 

Hoover Charitable Trust

$1,000-$2,499
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (2)
Schwab Charitable Fund (3)
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Doree Hickman
Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Ben and Pattie Nelson
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Margie and Tom Whittington
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
Ayco Charitable Foundation (1)
Bob Bunting
Karen Connolly

Diane and Niles Flanders
Val and Bill Mooney
gReg Silvus
The Dayem Family Foundation
The Halverson Foundation
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 

Voillequé
Barbara Wagner
Anne and Peter Wood
Coco and Bret Peterson

$750-$999
Coco and Bret Peterson
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 

Trembly
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Xcel Energy

$500-$749
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund (1)
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (2)
Dave Grusin and Nan Newton
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Linda Laird Giedl
Robert Short
Frank Spaid
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Fox Trust
Ithiel Frame
Thomas Godfrey
Daryl and Kay James
John Moore
Lawrence Robins
Suan and Russell Schnell

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (1)
Laura and John Courier
Edward Kellenberger
Madalynn Schmidt
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Garnett
Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
James and Donna Klausman

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Cindi and John Stetson
The Boeing Company

$150-$299
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
David Becher
Deanna DeMarco
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Jennifer and Bob Kamper
Kim and Bob Larsen
Donna Meckley
Diane Phillips*
The Boeing Company
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen
Trenton Warner
Xilinx, Inc.
Timothy Brown
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Connie and Allen Hayden
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Mark Melendy
Jan Schiff
Elisabeth David
Rose Community Foundation (1)
Emily Andrews and Brian Ross
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Pamela Rafferty
Sarah Royall
Rose Terada

$50-$149
Anonymous (1)
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
Gregg Miller
Sue and Barry Baer
Sandra and Bruce Dudley
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Helen and Christopher Gray
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman
Joan Hooper and Aaron Walters
Diana Kahn
George Kiteley

Gretchen and James Lewis
Kerry Lightenburger
Marian Matheson
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Kate and John McFerrin
Andrea Martyn and Craig 

McKenzie
Ken and Maria Mendelsberg
Jason Mieger
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Constance and Robert Primus
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi
Susanne Skyrm
Barbara and John Wollan
Ann and Gary Yost
Sharon and Robert Young
Bill Lockhart
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
Janice Sanders
Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Kelli and Evan Pfaff
Laura and Dale Embleton
Tanya Ramond
Joann and Gerhard Wolter
Tyler Benjamin
Trent and Mary Ellis
Susan Garland
Lois Gould
Brenda and Yoshiyuki Ishikawa
Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Marianne and Johnny Martin, Jr.
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Usha and Ramkumar 

Narayanswamy
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Rojana Savoye
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers

* Deceased

mailto:atodd@colorado.edu
mailto:atodd@colorado.edu
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Personnel	 As of Jan. 2, 2023

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant  
to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Associate Dean for Diversity, 
Equity + Inclusion 
Susan Thomas 
Assistant Dean for Concerts + 
Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for Budget  
+ Finance 
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for 
Advancement 
Andrew Todd
Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Communications +  
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau
Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for 
Stewardship and Donor 
Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of 
Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon

Interim Senior Program 
Manager for Events
Cindy Kraus
Operations Manager +  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena 
Piano Technicians 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Facilities and Operations 
Coordinator
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

CU PRESENTS
Executive Director 
Joan McLean Braun 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Operations Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing Manager 
Elise Zabala
Multimedia and  
Content Manager 
Lara Minichiello

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Marketing Communications 
Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence
Box Office Manager 
Christin Rayanne 
Box Office Services 
Coordinator 
Adrienne Havelka 

Box Office Assistants 
Alejandra Chavarria
Kyra Cole
Macy Crow
Skylar Pongratz
Morgan Ochs
Lily Valdez

Photo/image credits: Glenn Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, Casey Cass
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