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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
•	Please refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

•	Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

•	Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is located on the traditional territories and 
ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many other Native 
American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused 
devastating and lasting impacts. 

Click or tap to read full CU Boulder land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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Thompson Jazz Big Bands
Artist residency with Dave Holland 
Special guests: Nikki Iles and Nick Smart
7:30 p.m., Friday, April 28, 2023
Grusin Music Hall

Program
THOMPSON LATIN JAZZ BAND 
Directed by Victor Mestas

Wild Oak 
Nikki Iles

Ario 
Dave Holland

Red Ellen 
Nikki Iles

Hush 
Nikki Iles

Cosmosis 
Dave Holland
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THOMPSON CONCERT JAZZ ENSEMBLE 
Directed by Paul Romaine 

Razor’s Edge 
Dave Holland
arr. Jim McNeely   

“2005” Suite 
Kenny Wheeler

The Empty Chair  
Dave Holland
arr. Jim McNeely 
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for 
more information.

Victor Mestas, director
Paul Romaine, director

Dave Holland, bass
Dave Holland is a bassist, composer and bandleader whose passion for 
musical expression of all styles and dedication to creating consistently 
innovative music ensembles have propelled a professional career of more than 
50 years and earned him top honors in his field including multiple Grammy 
awards and the title of NEA Jazz Master in 2017. Holland stands as a guiding 
light on acoustic and electric bass, having grown up in an age when musical 
genres—jazz, rock, funk, avant-garde, folk, electronic music and others—
blended freely together to create new musical pathways. He was a leading 
member of a generation that helped usher jazz bass playing from its swing and 
post-bop legacy to the vibrancy and multi-discipline excitement of the modern 
era, extending the instrument’s melodic, expressive capabilities. Holland’s 
virtuosic technique and rhythmic feel, informed by an open-eared respect of a 
formidable spread of styles and sounds, is widely revered and remains much 
in demand. To date, his playing can be heard on hundreds of recordings, with 
more than thirty as a leader under his own name.

Nikki Iles, piano
Nikki Iles, jazz pianist and composer, was a founder member of the innovative 
Creative Jazz Orchestra–working with Anthony Braxton, Mike Gibbs, Vince 
Mendoza and Mark-Anthony Turnage. Her busy freelance career has found her 
playing with Peter Erskine (CJO), Kenny Wheeler, Art Farmer, Julian Arguelles, 
Stan Sulzmann, Norma Winstone, Dave Holland, TinaMay, Tony Coe, Joe Locke 
and Rufus Reid. Although well known as a pianist, composition remains a major 
part of her musical life with commissions including The London Sinfonietta, The 
London Philharmonic’s Renga and The National Youth Jazz Orchestra. With a 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/victor-mestas
https://www.colorado.edu/music/paul-romaine
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parallel career as a widely respected teacher, Iles is professor of jazz piano at 
the Royal Academy of Music and Middlesex University and gives masterclasses 
around the world. She has been a driving force behind the jazz syllabus at the 
ABRSM and continues to publish with Oxford University Press.

Nick Smart, trumpet
Head of Jazz at the Royal Academy of Music, Nick Smart is an internationally 
renowned jazz educator, trumpeter and musical director who has given 
guest masterclasses and performances around the world. In 2013 he won 
the prestigious Parliamentary Award for Jazz Education. In the U.K. he is 
recognized as one of the leading musicians on the London jazz scene, where 
as well as being in regular demand as a sideman to players of all generations, 
he continues to record and tour with his own projects.

In 2005 Smart released his debut album Remembering Nick Drake to critical 
acclaim. The album featured Smart’s arrangements of Nick Drake’s music 
played by an all star line-up including John Parricelli, Paul Clarvis, Christine 
Tobin and Stan Sulzmann, amongst others. It was described by Straight No 
Chaser magazine as “…a future classic because it really captures all that is 
best about British jazz….” and by John Fordham in Jazz UK as “…fascinating 
music devoted to a fascinating inspiration.” In December 2008 Smart released 
his highly praised trio album Remembering Louis Armstrong featuring Hans 
Koller and Paul Clarvis. His latest band, Nick Smart’s Trogon, merges 
contemporary jazz sounds with Afro Cuban concepts and is due for release on 
Babel Records in November 2013.

His versatility as a trumpet player has allowed him to perform alongside 
many international jazz stars including George Russell, Bob Brookmeyer, 
John Hollenbeck, the New York Voices, Mike Gibbs and Dave Douglas, as 
well as most of the leading names on the U.K. jazz scene. Amongst other 
things, Smart is currently a member of the Kenny Wheeler Big Band, in a new 
quartet from saxophonist Stan Sulzmann and just recorded for the new album 
of vocalist Christine Tobin in her interpretations of Leonard Cohen songs. 
As an acclaimed musical director of large ensembles, Smart conducts the 
Stan Sulzmann Big Band (Neon Orchestra) and the Troyka large ensemble, 
“Troykestra”. He also performs internationally as the regular soloist with the 
James Taylor Quartet.
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Special thanks
The students and faculty of Thompson Jazz Studies are enormously grateful to 
Jack and Jeannie Thompson, whose vision and generosity has made this very 
special residency possible. This residency has also been made possible through 
a Roser Artist Grant. Finally, many thanks to the staff at the College of Music for 
their tireless behind-the-scene work in helping bring this event to fruition. 

Thompson Latin Jazz Band 
Saxophone
Greg Barth
Cian Krueger
Jonah Sutinen
Georgia Hastie
Will Foster
 
Trumpet
Rafael Castillo
Amruta Divekar
Thomas Nance
Madison Sinan

Trombone
Nathan Bitter
Jack Bendure
Kyle Nakaji
Carl Enger

Guitar
Judah Davis

Piano
Caleb Kovar 

Bass
Eddie Ness

Drums
Nathan Burak
Joshua Contreras 

Concert Jazz Ensemble
Saxophone
Camden Johnson
Yohann Nickerson
Pablo Beltran
Jonas Shofler
Alex Loran
 
Trumpet
Sean Applebee
Emilie Hartrampf
Ian Perrat
Jesus Najera

Trombone
Grayson Stewart
Gabe Harrison
Ethan Van Oss
Melvin Sasillas Muñoz

Guitar
Carlos Taal

Piano
Eli Baumgarten 

Bass
Will Pavilonis

Bass/Vocals
Maya Napalilo

Drums
Alejandro Castano 
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Upcoming events at the College of Music
Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always 

be up to date. Click or tap each button to explore upcoming events.

Artist Series

Faculty Tuesdays +  
Guest Recitals

Student Recitals

Student Ensembles

Eklund Opera

Musical Theatre

Educational Events

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bseries%5D%5B%5D=artist&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/education/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap  
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund 
Supporters 
Thank you to all individuals who have contributed. This list 
comprises all gifts of $50+ made to the College of Music 
Dean’s Annual Fund between Jun. 1, 2021 and Nov. 30, 
2022. If you are interested in making a donation to the 
Dean’s Annual Fund, please contact Assistant Dean for 
Advancement Andrew Todd at atodd@colorado.edu. 

$50,000+
The Estate of David Turner
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Wright Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Daniel Trump
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation, Inc. (1)
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund (1)
Babs and Mike Gerber
National Philanthropic Trust Donor 

Advised Funds (1)
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
The Seaver Institute
Community Foundation Boulder 

County - Aronson Family Fund
The R. David & Suzanne A. 

Hoover Charitable Trust

$1,000-$2,499
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (2)
Schwab Charitable Fund (3)
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Doree Hickman
Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Ben and Pattie Nelson
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Margie and Tom Whittington
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
Ayco Charitable Foundation (1)
Bob Bunting
Karen Connolly

Diane and Niles Flanders
Val and Bill Mooney
gReg Silvus
The Dayem Family Foundation
The Halverson Foundation
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 

Voillequé
Barbara Wagner
Anne and Peter Wood
Coco and Bret Peterson

$750-$999
Coco and Bret Peterson
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 

Trembly
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Xcel Energy

$500-$749
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund (1)
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (2)
Dave Grusin and Nan Newton
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Linda Laird Giedl
Robert Short
Frank Spaid
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Fox Trust
Ithiel Frame
Thomas Godfrey
Daryl and Kay James
John Moore
Lawrence Robins
Suan and Russell Schnell

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
Fidelity Investments Charitable 

Gift Fund (1)
Laura and John Courier
Edward Kellenberger
Madalynn Schmidt
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Garnett
Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
James and Donna Klausman

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Cindi and John Stetson
The Boeing Company

$150-$299
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
David Becher
Deanna DeMarco
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Jennifer and Bob Kamper
Kim and Bob Larsen
Donna Meckley
Diane Phillips*
The Boeing Company
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen
Trenton Warner
Xilinx, Inc.
Timothy Brown
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Connie and Allen Hayden
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Mark Melendy
Jan Schiff
Elisabeth David
Rose Community Foundation (1)
Emily Andrews and Brian Ross
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Pamela Rafferty
Sarah Royall
Rose Terada

$50-$149
Anonymous (1)
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund (1)
Gregg Miller
Sue and Barry Baer
Sandra and Bruce Dudley
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Helen and Christopher Gray
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman
Joan Hooper and Aaron Walters
Diana Kahn
George Kiteley

Gretchen and James Lewis
Kerry Lightenburger
Marian Matheson
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Kate and John McFerrin
Andrea Martyn and Craig 

McKenzie
Ken and Maria Mendelsberg
Jason Mieger
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Constance and Robert Primus
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi
Susanne Skyrm
Barbara and John Wollan
Ann and Gary Yost
Sharon and Robert Young
Bill Lockhart
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
Janice Sanders
Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Kelli and Evan Pfaff
Laura and Dale Embleton
Tanya Ramond
Joann and Gerhard Wolter
Tyler Benjamin
Trent and Mary Ellis
Susan Garland
Lois Gould
Brenda and Yoshiyuki Ishikawa
Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Marianne and Johnny Martin, Jr.
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Usha and Ramkumar 

Narayanswamy
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Rojana Savoye
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers

* Deceased

mailto:atodd@colorado.edu
mailto:atodd@colorado.edu
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Personnel	 As of Jan. 2, 2023

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant  
to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Associate Dean for Diversity, 
Equity + Inclusion 
Susan Thomas 
Assistant Dean for Concerts + 
Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for Budget  
+ Finance 
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for 
Advancement 
Andrew Todd
Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Communications +  
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau
Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for 
Stewardship and Donor 
Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of 
Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon

Interim Senior Program 
Manager for Events
Cindy Kraus
Operations Manager +  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena 
Piano Technicians 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Facilities and Operations 
Coordinator
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

CU PRESENTS
Executive Director 
Joan McLean Braun 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Operations Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing Manager 
Elise Zabala
Multimedia and  
Content Manager 
Lara Minichiello

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Marketing Communications 
Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence
Box Office Manager 
Christin Rayanne 
Box Office Services 
Coordinator 
Adrienne Havelka 

Box Office Assistants 
Alejandra Chavarria
Kyra Cole
Macy Crow
Skylar Pongratz
Morgan Ochs
Lily Valdez

Photo/image credits: Glenn Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, Casey Cass
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