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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
•	Refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

•	Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

•	Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories 
and ancestral homelands of the 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many 
other Native American nations.  
Their forced removal from these 
territories has caused devastating 
and lasting impacts. 

Read full land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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Concert Band
Branden Steinmetz, conductor
Elias Gillespie, graduate conductor
7:30 p.m., Monday, Oct. 23, 2023
Grusin Music Hall

Program
Juba Dance
Florence Price (1887-1953)
trans. Jay Bocook

Tribute 
Travis Cross (b. 1977)

The Great Crush Collision March
Scott Joplin (1868-1917)
trans. Thad Marciniak

Deep River 
William Broughton

Caribana Afterparty
Omar Thomas (b. 1982)



C-2     	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Program notes
Juba Dance
Florence Price (1887-1953)
trans. Jay Bocook
Florence Price (1887-1953) is noted as the first African American female 
composer of symphonic works, and is only in recent years beginning to receive 
the recognition so richly deserved. Her Symphony No. 1 was completed in 
1932 and first performed in 1933 by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Please 
enjoy this transcription for band of the third movement (Juba Dance).
—Program note from publisher

Tribute 
Travis Cross (b. 1977)
This work is written in memory of James Hubert Grimes (1920-2005), Travis 
Cross’s maternal grandfather, though conductors are welcome to program 
the work to honor whomever they choose. Tribute joins Cross’s Elegy, written 
for Cross’ maternal grandmother, and Memento, written for his paternal 
grandmother.
—Program Note by composer

The Great Crush Collision March
Scott Joplin (1868-1917)
trans. Thad Marciniak
Beginning with the so-called Panic of 1893, the economy of the United States 
began a decade-long slide, with high unemployment, devalued currency, and the 
collapse of several major railroads epitomizing the dire situation. It was this last 
situation that indirectly led to the staging of the “Monster Crash” outside Waco.

As confidence in America’s railroad system eroded with the faltering economy, 
railroads began looking for ways to both boost their sagging bottom lines 
and provide some positive attention in an era when the over-extended 
growth of railroads was seen as a major cause of great personal financial 
insecurity. At the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad (known to many by its 
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nickname, the Katy), a passenger agent named William George Crush had an 
idea: use a head-on collision between two locomotives to generate income 
(and newspaper headlines). Officials at the MK&T agreed, and planning was 
underway.

The event was staged on September 15, 1896 in a valley north of Waco. 
Crush and his crew of MK&T laborers built a temporary depot, bandstand, 
viewing stands, and a temporary length of track measuring four miles long. 
Two locomotives were placed at either end; one was painted bright green, the 
other bright red. Both had been touring around the state in the months leading 
up to the crash in order to generate publicity. Crush dubbed the location of the 
spectacle “Crush, Texas.”

Admission was free, and round-trip tickets to “Crush” cost only $2 per person. 
As a result, 40,000 people showed up for the event, making “Crush, Texas” 
the second-largest city in the state (if only for a day).  At 5 p.m., the two 
trains were released under a full head of steam, speeding down the track at 
approximately 45 mph. The resulting collision caused both locomotives’ boilers 
to explode, sending shrapnel into the crowd that killed at least three people 
and wounded dozens of others.

The aftermath of the spectacle is almost unthinkable in modern times. Crush 
was immediately fired by the MK&T, but with officials seeing no widespread 
outrage in the media, was rehired the next day. The railroad paid settlements 
to the victims’ families of cash and lifetime rail passes, and the debris was 
cleaned up by MK&T crews and souvenir hunters. By the end of the day, 
“Crush, Texas” had ceased to exist.

While the particulars of how Joplin learned of the crash are unclear, what is 
known is his reaction as recorded in song. Joplin created something more than 
a standard march: he added instructions for creating “sound effects” for the 
last third of the piece that would depict the crash through music. Joplin’s notes 
on the piece include the following written below the staff:

The noise of the trains while running at the rate of sixty miles per hour
Whistling for the crossing
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Noise of the trains
Whistle before the collision
The collision
—Program note by Baylor Digital Collections

Deep River 
William Broughton
William Broughton is an American composer, arranger, conductor and 
trombonist with an enviable list of credits to his name that include playing on 
soundtracks for television shows like Gunsomke, Kojak and Hawaii 5-0—a 
show for which he also composed some of the music—along with Quincy M.E 
and the Tonight Show! He also contributed a number of works to The Salvation 
Army’s brass band repertoire.

Deep River is a Count Basie-style arrangement of the well-known spiritual of 
the same title. Broughton has transcribed his own work for band, making use 
of additional tone colors available in this kind of ensemble.
—Program note from publisher

Caribana Afterparty
Omar Thomas (b. 1982)
A further exploration and study of the dance styles at heart of
my larger work Caribana, Caribana Afterparty (the second “a” in
the word Caribana is bright, as in the words “ant” and “after”) brings
soca and calypso music within reach of younger musicians, as well as
musicians just beginning their exploration of Caribbean dance music.
Caribana is the former name of the largest Caribbean carnival
celebration outside of the Caribbean itself, which takes place in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Titling this piece an “afterparty” gave me
space to incorporate themes from the original work while developing
new and different grooves from the region, reimagining them in a
more accessible context.
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The main melodic material of Caribana Afterparty is taken
directly from its older sibling Caribana, and is presented in this
work, in part, as a lush opening statement, before quickly giving way
to the full theme over an easy calypso groove. As the piece
progresses, we are carried from the easier, more calming stylings of
calypso music to the more jumping rhythms of soca music.
—Program note by composer
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for 
more information.

Branden Steinmetz, conductor

Elias Gillespie, graduate conductor
Elias Gillespie, a Kansas native, is currently pursuing a masters degree in 
Wind Conducting at the University of Colorado Boulder where he studies with 
Don McKinney. Prior to his studies at Colorado, Gillespie taught in Lincoln, 
Nebraska for five years where he served as director of bands at Lincoln 
Northeast High School. During this time, he was the recipient of the 2022 
Nebraska Young Music Educator of the Year award which is given to one 
person annually in recognition of outstanding promise in music education in the 
state of Nebraska. Gillespie received a Bachelor of Music Education Degree in 
2018 from Kansas State University. At Kansas State, he was heavily involved 
in university ensembles, community music making, and served in multiple 
leadership roles. Gillespie served as president of the Epsilon Pi chapter of 
Kappa Kappa Psi (National Honorary Band Service Fraternity) and studied 
conducting with Frank Tracz and trumpet with Gary Mortenson and Rebecca 
Walenz.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/branden-steinmetz
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Concert Band
Flute
Delia Abila 
Environmental Science

Cieara Callen 
Psychology

Ava Flake 
Psychology

Abi Garza 
Astrophysics

CiCi Haga 
Astronomy

Anna Hirschmann
Applied Mathematics MS

Victoria Kavanagh
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

McKenzie Larson
Atmospheric and Oceanic 
Sciences, PhD Program

Lexi Nigro 
Flute Performance

Mari Ochoa 
Computer Science

Zachary Osborn
Biomedical Engineering

Joanna Parker
Applied Math and Computer 
Science

Lilly Remington
Exploratory Studies

Camlin Vespaziani
Sociology

Michaela Wagoner
Astrophysics

Max Duncan
Cinema studies

Oboe
Kimmie Pankratz
Molecular, Cellular, and 
Developmental Biology

Clarinet
Lilly Booker
English Literature

Jackson Carpenter
Mathematics

Clementine Clyker
Environmental Studies

Seth Ferrin 
Exploratory Studies

Theo Harris
Exploratory Studies

Ray Scherer
Aerospace Engineering

Dylan Simone
Chemical Engineering

Justin Slaman
Music Education, master’s 
Program

Sami Peoples 
Environmental studies

Bass clarinet
Grace Ptak
Journalism

Ethan Ratliff
Exploratory Studies

Andy Snyder
Chemistry

Bassoon
Erich Brady
Music Education

Amelia Dundon
Electrical Engineering

Nathan Grim
Economics

Alto saxophone
Nicole Fiegl
Psychology

Avi Grope
Mechanical Engineering

Ryan Johnson
Anthropology

Madison Lin
Aerospace Engineering 
and Electrical & Computer 
Engineering

Anika Schulthess 
Psychology

Addie Steinwagner
Biochemistry and Molecular, 
Cellular and Developmental 
Biology

Owen White 
Aerospace Engineering and 
Computer Science

Tenor saxophone
Mitchell Buck
Aerospace Engineering

Jordan Johnson
Geology

Ian Lenick 
Exploratory Studies

Sima Marcus 
Urban Planning

Abby Presutti
Broadcast Journalism

Baritone saxophone
Sofia Curley
Business Finance
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Trumpet
Gavin Borduas 
History

Kaitlyn Brown 
Computer Science

Zoe Danilchick
Biomedical Engineering

Xander DuBois
Computer Science

Sydney Gallagher 
Business Analytics

Aaron Green 
Physics

Joe Harrison 
Astronomy

Logan Hernacki 
Molecular Cellular and 
Development Biology

Nicholas Johnson
Environmental Design

Alex Kistamma
Aerospace

Isaac Kou
Computer Science

Nik Larson 
Mechanical Engineering

Aspen Moehring-Miller
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Sculpture

Alex Rasmussen
Marketing and Business 
Analytics

Adam Richling
Computer Science and 
Trumpet

Jack Rutherford
Mechanical Engineering

Danika Smidt
MCDB

Nikolaas Steele
Integrative Physiology

Vibhu Uppugonduri
Neuroscience

Allison Wicklein
Psychology/Sociology

Luke Parker 
Aerospace Engineering

Lindsay Pierce
Psychology

French horn
Gabby Eastwood
Geography, Ecology & 
Evolutionary Biology

Locke Feilke
Applied Mathematics

Basia Klos
Math Ph.D

Jamie Marketos
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Holly Mccollough
Marketing & Leadership

Ella Schigur
Integrative Physiology

Andrew Wykes
Business Management

Trombone
Ej Bostwick
Media Studies

Alyssa Chau
Neuroscience

Sam McDiarmid-Sterling
Music Performance, Electrical 
& Computer Engineering

Chase Meadors
Math

Artemis Nopah
Exploratory Studies

Tian Znidarsic
Aerospace Engineering

Euphonium
Alexis Brunney
Environmental Studies & 
Anthropology

Ryan Chen
Aerospace Engineering

Hannah Mills 
Philosophy and Environmental 
Studies

Connor Tierney 
Integrative Physiology

Tuba
Connor O’Brien
SLHS/Linguistics

Lawrence Ring
Russian, international affairs 
and Music Technology

Matthew Woodland
Geography

Percussion
Coda Courtney
Art Practices

Annalise Goetz 
Music Education
Cate Hensley Neuroscience

Hannah Jaehn
Sociology

Keenan Powell
Math and Music Composition

Lucas Spaeder
Anthropology

Emily Zalevsky
Astrophysics
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2023-24  
Upcoming Events

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always be 
up to date. Click or tap below to explore your options.

Artist Series
Tickets start at $20

Eklund Opera
Tickets start at $15

Bachelor of Music in
Musical Theatre Program
Tickets start at $17

 Faculty Tuesdays and 
Guest Artist Recitals
Free, no tickets required

https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
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Student Ensembles
Free, no tickets required

Student Recitals
Free, no tickets required

Educational Events
Free, reservation requirements vary

Holiday Festival
Tickets start at $23

Click or tap to visit the 
College of Music website at 
colorado.edu/music

https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/education/
https://cupresents.org/performance/2849/cu-holiday-festival/2023-holiday-festival/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap  
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund
Supporters 

$50,000+
Maria Johnson
David Turner*

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Lynn Streeter
Jack and Sophie Walker

$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Dave Fulker and  
Nicky Wolman

Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Laurie Hathorn
Rudy and Margaret Perez
The Seaver Institute
Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Babs and Mike Gerber
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Pattie and Ben Nelson
Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart in 
memory of Charles Wetherbee

Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499
Sue and Barry Baer
Cathy and Richard Berman
Dave Bowers
Bob Bunting

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 
Trembly in memory of Berton Coffin

The Dayem Family Foundation
Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman in memory of Bruce 
Ekstrand

Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Kimberly and Matthew McCabe
Barbara Nichols
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of 
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

Frank Spaid
Mary Tyler
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
Joan McLean Braun
Karen Connolly
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Jonathan and Shari Fox
Ithiel Frame
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Daryl and Kay James
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 
Voillequé

Chris and Linda Paris
Coco and Bret Peterson

Lawrence Robins in memory of 
Florence Robins

Gail and Michael Shimmin
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Short in memory of Virginia 
Short

Anne and Peter Wood

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
The Boeing Company
Laura and John Courier
FM Global Foundation in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Madalynn Schmidt
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas

$150-$299
Anonymous (1)
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
David Becher
Timothy Brown
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Elvis Coble
Alexandra Cramer in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Elisabeth David
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
Bev and Bruce Fest
Jon Finson
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein in 
memory of Herb Millmann
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Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Edward Kellenberger
James and Donna Klausman
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Donna Meckley
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Pamela Rafferty
Carol and Alvin Rivera
William Roettker
Jan Schiff
Suan and Russell Schnell
Cindi and John Stetson
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

$50-$149
Ball Corporation
Steven Board
Barbara and Myron Caspar
David Chadwick in memory of Donna 
Grayson

Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Judy Congdon in memory of Don 
Vollstedt

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Susan Garland
Derek Gulley
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Lynn and Bruce Haines in memory of 
Josephine Haines

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman in memory 
of Helen and A. Glenn Miller

V. R. Hoisington
Joan Hooper and Aaron Walters
Intel Foundation
Hans Jordan and J. Mulcahy
Diana Kahn in memory of Ruth Kahn
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Joyce and Stewart Kull
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kim and Bob Larsen
Nancy and Paul Levitt
Gretchen and James Lewis
Kerry Lightenburger
Bill Lockhart
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie
Katherine Mead
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Karen and Kenneth Musick in memory 
of Ray and Diane Phillips

Usha and Ramkumar Narayanswamy
Hien Nguyen
Tanya Ramond
Diane and William Reuler in memory 
of Berton Coffin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Carmen and John Roebke
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Susanne Skyrm
Christy and Terry Smith
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and 
Richard Grubb

Janet and Terry Venard
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael 
Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win
Barbara and John Wollan

* Deceased

Thank you to all individuals who have 
contributed. This list comprises all 
gifts of $50+ made to the College of 
Music Dean’s Annual Fund between 
Feb. 1, 2022 and Jul. 31, 2023. 
If you are interested in making a 
donation to the Dean’s Annual Fund, 
please contact Assistant Dean 
for Advancement Andrew Todd at 
atodd@colorado.edu. 
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As of Aug. 22, 2023

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for 
Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Chris Evans 
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Assistant House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Assistant Dean for Concerts 
and Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for Budget 
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Communications and 
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for Stewardship 
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch
Interim Senior Program Manager 
for Events
Cindy Kraus
Operations Manager and Head 
Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Photo/image credits: Glenn 
Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, 
Patrick Campbell, Casey Cass
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