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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
• Refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

• Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

• Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
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Colorado Boulder.

  2023-24 Season CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories 
and ancestral homelands of the 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many 
other Native American nations.  
Their forced removal from these 
territories has caused devastating 
and lasting impacts. 

Read full land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu


C-1      CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Philharmonia Orchestra
Luminaries
Renee Gilliland, conductor
7:30 p.m., Monday, Feb. 12, 2024
Grusin Music Hall

Program
God Is Red—Who will find peace with the lands? 
Blake Clawson

Two Scenes from the Banks
Alan Mackwell

From All Those Before Me—Linda Hogan
Nicholas A. Felder

Pioneering Love— 
In honor of Clela Rorex and her legacy 
Ryan Flat

Those Who Walk Among Us— 
Orchestra + Fixed Media 
Gracie Fagan

—Intermission—
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Symphony No. 2 in A minor 
Alice Mary Smith (1839-1884)

I. Allegro
II. Andante
III. Minuetto: Allegretto
IV. Allegro
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Program notes
The Colorado Luminaries Project is a collaboration between the CU Boulder 
Philharmonia Orchestra (Renee Gilliland, music director) and five CU Boulder 
student composers. These new works were written as tributes to five notable 
alumni of CU Boulder.

God Is Red—Who will find peace with the lands? 
Blake Clawson
A tribute to Vine Deloria Jr. (1933-2005): a prominent Native American 
author, activist and scholar. As a member of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 
he played a crucial role in advocating for Indigenous rights and highlighting 
Native American perspectives. Deloria’s influential works, including Custer 
Died for Your Sins and God Is Red, challenged mainstream perceptions of 
Native Americans and addressed issues such as cultural identity, sovereignty 
and religious traditions. He was known for his sharp wit, critical analysis and 
commitment to advancing Indigenous sovereignty and self-determination. 
Deloria’s writings continue to inspire and shape Native American scholarship 
and activism.

God Is Red, the seminal work by Standing Rock Sioux author and Native 
American activist Vine Deloria Jr., presents a sophisticated social critique 
of Western culture. This work has been highly influential in Native American 
activist circles since its publication in 1973 and concludes with a powerful 
passage:

Who will find peace with the lands? The future of humankind lies waiting 
for those who will come to understand their lives and take up their 
responsibilities to all living things. Who will listen to the trees, the animals 
and birds, the voices of the places of the land? As the long forgotten 
peoples of the respective continents rise and begin to reclaim their 
ancient heritage, they will discover the meaning of the lands of their 
ancestors. That is when the invaders of the North American continent will 
finally discover that for this land, God is red.
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Deloria’s call for Western societies to look to Native leadership to restore order 
in our world is both compelling and complex; indeed, I cannot summarize it in 
this space while maintaining its nuance and cogency. For that purpose, Deloria’s 
own words above will have to suffice. I encourage anyone interested in learning 
more to read God Is Red, or any of Deloria’s other work, for that matter.

This piece for orchestra is a reflection on the tension Deloria identifies at the 
root of the problem: Western societies generally have a limited or nearly non-
existent attachment to and stewardship of specific places in the way that 
Native cultures do. That is, Western culture as a whole places no spiritual or 
cultural significance on the relationship to the inhabited landscape. Deloria 
argues that this is why the cultural, religious and economic engine of Western 
society can be so dissociated from the responsibility of caring for the lands; 
in broader contemporary terms, he is referring to lands management and 
environmental conservation. The music I’ve written is intended to reflect this 
tension. The natural world demands preservation for innumerable reasons, yet 
the Western cultural system is in many senses diametrically opposed to that 
goal. What do we do? Who will find peace with the lands?
—Program note by Blake Clawson

Two Scenes from the Banks
Alan Mackwell
A tribute to Robert Redford: American actor, director, producer and 
environmental activist. Born in 1936, he gained fame for his roles in films such 
as Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, The Sting and All the President’s 
Men. Redford also founded the Sundance Institute and the Sundance Film 
Festival, which have become influential platforms for independent filmmakers. 
Throughout his career, he has received numerous awards and accolades for 
his contributions to the film industry and his commitment to environmental 
conservation. Redford is widely regarded as a legendary figure in Hollywood.

Inspired by descriptions of Montana’s Blackfoot River and fly fishing techniques 
from Norman Maclean’s short story A River Runs Through It (which was later 
adapted to screenplay in Redford’s Academy award-winning film of the same 
name), Two Scenes from the Banks explores the nuanced sonic atmospheres 
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conjured by mountain rivers and the unique ways in which dry-fly fishing 
encounters these spaces by replicating the river’s complex textures, ultimately 
yielding to a calm moment of focus and minute gestures.
—Program note by Alan Mackwell 

From All Those Before Me—Linda Hogan
Nicholas A. Felder
A tribute to Linda Hogan: Native American poet, novelist and essayist. Born 
in 1947, she belongs to the Chickasaw Nation. Hogan’s work often explores 
themes of environmentalism, nature, spirituality and the intersection of 
Indigenous cultures with contemporary society. She has written numerous 
poetry collections, including Mean Spirit and The Book of Medicines, as well as 
novels such as Solar Storms and Power. Hogan’s writing has received critical 
acclaim and has been recognized with several awards, cementing her position 
as a significant voice in Native American literature.

Throughout her work, Hogan writes in relationship with her family and 
ancestors. As a Native American woman of the Chickasaw Nation, Hogan 
speaks of inheriting trauma and harsh judgements of the self and body—that 
there’s a lot of darkness and pain and dismembering—yet she never succumbs 
to pessimism. Instead, she offers the honest truth of an adulterated and 
displaced people. But that all is not lost for we have also inherited connection 
and strength and love and kindness from all those before us.

I relate with and carry much of this sentiment and philosophy as a Black 
American man. I think of all the rich traits I am given from the people and the 
earth before me. In writing this piece, the questions remaining, then, were: how 
can we remember? And how can we sustain?
—Program note by Nicholas Felder
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Pioneering Love— 
In honor of Clela Rorex and her legacy 
Ryan Flat
A tribute to Clela Rorex (1943-2022): former county clerk from Colorado. On 
March 26, 1975, Rorex made history as the first county clerk in the United 
States to issue a marriage license to two men—Dave McCord and Dave 
Zamora. She made this decision after being informed by the district attorney 
that the Colorado marriage code, at the time, did not specify that marriage 
had to be between a man and a woman. This license sparked some of the first 
national debates surrounding marriage equality and was a landmark event in 
the fight for LBGTQ+ rights.

Rorex was an avid feminist and social justice advocate throughout her life, and 
her actions and voice have left a profound impact on the city of Boulder, the 
state of Colorado, and the United States as a whole. This piece was written to 
honor Rorex and to depict her fight for equal rights. It represents the triumphs 
and struggles of her journey as well as the lasting love and equality that she 
has helped enable for so many people.
—Program note by Ryan Flat

Those Who Walk Among Us— 
Orchestra + Fixed Media 
Gracie Fagan
A tribute to Pamela Z.: renowned composer, performer and multimedia artist. 
She earned a Bachelor of Arts in music from the University of Colorado Boulder. 
Pamela Z. is known for her innovative work in electronic and experimental 
music, combining her vocal talents with live looping and interactive technology. 
Her performances and installations have been presented worldwide, and she 
has received numerous awards for her contributions to the field of sound art.

Paranoia—an emotion not new to the majority of humans, stirs in the back of 
our minds like a shadow. When darkness creeps into our psyche and it grows, 
we question ourselves and our judgement. We look for a spirit of guidance, a 
light to fix our eyes on, a beacon. When we find our authority—who or what 
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or within us—we find a sense of comfort. But when our authority becomes 
perhaps shaded or cloudy or corrupt, our paranoia runs askew and deeply 
stains our thoughts. Who can we trust if not ourselves?
—Program note by Gracie Fagan

Symphony No. 2 in A minor 
Alice Mary Smith (1839-1884)
“Her music is marked by elegance and grace... power and energy,” reads 
an obituary from The Athenaeum, on Victorian composer and musician Alice 
Mary Smith. Smith was a British female pioneer in 19th-century England and 
her music, bathed in Mendelssohnian influence through her teachers, is well-
orchestrated and compelling. She published her first song in 1857, aged just 
18. And six years later, she became the first known British woman to compose 
a symphony, with her Symphony No. 1 in C minor, which was performed by the 
Musical Society of London. A review in The Illustrated London News read: “... 
Miss Smith’s symphony especially, coming from the pen of a young lady, was 
a striking proof of sound studies and high attainments of the female votaries of 
the art in this country”.

Born in the 19th-century into a comfortable family, Smith showed impressive 
musical promise in her early years and took private lessons. Years of practice 
paid off, and Smith went on to become a prolific composer in 19th-century 
England, writing two symphonies; several choral works, both sacred and 
secular; four piano quartets; three string quartets; a clarinet sonata and six 
concert overtures. She also composed two large stage works, including the 
operetta Gisela of Rüdesheim, and boasts one of the largest collections of 
sacred choral music by a woman composer. Forever pioneering, Smith’s 
anthems Whoso hath this world’s goods and By the waters of Babylon mark 
the first recorded instance of music by a woman composer to be used for the 
liturgies of the Church of England.

In November 1867, the year she married lawyer Frederick Meadows White, 
she was also elected Female Professional Associate of the Royal Philharmonic 
Society. In 1884, she was made an honorary member of the Royal Academy of 
Music. That same year, she fell ill and died of typhoid in London. 
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Since 2010, Smith’s manuscripts have been housed in the Royal Academy of 
Music Library. Today, her music is seeing a gradual revival. Her elegant Andante 
for Clarinet and Orchestra has been recorded by Howard Shelley and the 
London Mozart Players for Chandos, along with her Symphonies in A and C 
minor.

The Athenaeum’s 1884 obituary, published in full in Maestros, Original 
Obituaries of 101 Great Composers, concludes: “Her forms were always clear 
and her ideas free from eccentricity; her sympathies were evidently with the 
Classical rather than with the Romantic school.”
—Program note by Maddy Shaw Roberts
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink; click or tap for more information.

Renee Gilliland, conductor

Blake Clawson 
Blake Clawson is a composer, performer, conductor 
and educator from the Pacific Northwest. His 
music weaves contemporary classical, jazz and 
folk influences into colorful, expressive pieces that 
captivate listeners. He draws inspiration from poetry 
and nature, and while choral works on the pensive 
and Arcadian poems of Sara Teasdale are central to 
his output, he also writes chamber works that range 
from scintillating and groovy to introspective and 
serene.

Clawson has written for and collaborated with a wide variety of ensembles, 
including the effervescent ~Nois saxophone quartet, who premiered his work 
Boomerang in 2023. Clawson’s choral work Fantasy Arabesque was selected 
as the winner of the 2019 Opus 7 Robert Scandrett Memorial Composition 
Award and was performed in Seattle by Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble, directed by 
Loren Pontén. His orchestral rhapsody Matara was selected as the winner of 
the 2020 Whitworth University Concerto Competition and was premiered by the 
Whitworth Orchestra under the direction of Philip Baldwin.

Clawson has studied with Carter Pann and Brent Edstrom, and is currently 
pursuing a master’s in music composition at the University of Colorado Boulder. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts in music composition from Whitworth University 
and has studied at the University of Auckland. 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/renee-gilliland
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Gracie Fagan (she/her)
As one of the country’s youngest emerging 
multimedia artists, Gracie Fagan experiments 
with human perception to comment on the 
intersectionality of identity and pop culture. 
Fagan combines audio, projection, performance 
art, theatre and dance to create immersive 
performances and environments not typically found 
in the traditional concert hall setting. For her, the 
inclusion of electronics in traditional acoustic 
settings is only natural—integrating them together is 
simply where her creative spirit resides.

Her pieces continue to be selected for showcase in national conferences, 
including the SHE Festival for Women in Music, Electronic Music Midwest 
Festival, the International Women Composers Festival of Hartford, the Eugene 
Difficult New Music Ensemble, and completing a residency with the Walden 
school. She has received multiple grants to further her work, including the Ida 
M. Vreeland Award, the Vada Kinmann Oldfield grant for academic and artistic 
advocacy of minorities, the John Phillips Sousa Band Award and the 2018 
Nebraska Young Artist award.
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Nicholas A. Felder 
Having a passion for community engagement and 
working with youth, Nicholas Felder creates art that 
inspires relational bonds between people in a given 
space. He builds community in artmaking, unlocking 
truths around self-identity and creating a space for 
embodied expression. Felder has led arts programs 
and workshops with El Sistema Colorado, Neutral 
Zone (Ann Arbor, Michigan), the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra and American Composers Orchestra. He 
loves to encourage teens to express their social and 
political views through artmaking.

An active composer and collaborator, Felder has had his works performed 
nationally by ensembles such as the Hawaii Youth Symphony, Mivos Quartet, 
Kennesaw State University Symphony Orchestra, DC Youth Orchestra Program 
and University of Michigan Converge Quartet. He recently worked with co-
composer Alfredo Cabrera at The School at Marygrove in Detroit on a project 
called “Sing My Song.” Under the Hampsong Foundation’s partnership with 
the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre, and Dance, Felder 
and Cabrera led workshops to guide a class through writing, recording and 
producing a song about experiencing and overcoming trauma.
Felder has earned degrees from the University of Michigan and Kennesaw 
State University and is currently earning a Doctor of Musical Arts in music 
composition at the University of Colorado Boulder. For more on Felder, find him 
at nicholasfelder.com.

http://www.nicholasfelder.com
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Ryan Flat
Ryan Flat is a composer, instrumentalist and 
vocalist studying at CU Boulder. Greatly inspired by 
the music of movies, television and video games, 
he embraces musical storytelling and imagery in 
his writing, often crafting his music in support of 
a greater narrative and artistic experience. As a 
performer, he has sung with CU Boulder’s chamber 
singers, Renova New Music Ensemble, and the 
CU Buffoons: the oldest acapella group at CU. He 
has also played trombone and percussion in CU 
Boulder’s symphonic and campus bands, and acted 

as drum major in CU’s Golden Buffalo Marching Band. Flat is in his fourth year 
pursuing undergraduate degrees in music and geology.

Alan Mackwell 
Described as “an original composer with new ideas 
and a command of complex symphonic writing” 
(BroadStreet Journal), New Zealander-American 
Alan Mackwell (b.1998) is a BMI award-winning 
young composer and banjo-player based in Boulder, 
Colorado. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore 
a unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his 
experiences in the Permian Basin, northern New 
Mexico and Appalachian North Carolina using a 
highly resonant and bluegrass-influenced musical 
language, as well as the utilization of original field 

recordings and interactive/generative digital interfaces. He earned his BM at 
the Boston Conservatory, where he studied with John Murphree, Eun Young 
Lee, Curtis Hughes and Marti Epstein, and earned an MA at Tufts University 
where he studied with John McDonald and Kareem Roustom. Mackwell is 
currently pursuing a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he 
teaches an Intro to Music Technology course. 
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Mackwell’s music has been played on three different continents, and several 
U.S. states. His compositions have been played by high-achieving groups such 
as The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, 
The Boston Conservatory Contemporary Music Ensemble, Hub New Music and 
the Corvus Ensemble. He was the grand prize winner of the Philadelphia Youth 
Orchestra’s Inaugural Young Composers’ Competition in addition to being a 
two-time finalist for the Todd Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by 
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

Philharmonia Orchestra 
Violin
Anna Cummings
Alex Earle
Corbin Glover
Michael Han
Regina Helgoth
Jacob Lei   
Concertmaster

Gregory Nyberg
Eli Pouliot
David Schwartz  
Principal

Adam Weller 
Dana Wolpe

Viola
Rebecca Donoho
Len Eppich
Bryce Kayser
Principal

Aaron Lockhart
Jacie Zou 

Cello
Mackenzie Baca
Alex Engelhardt   
Principal

Kate Fornshell 
Marti Flickinger
Logan Kuhlman
Everlin Roark
Caleb Seifert

Bass
Gabe Brownlowe    
Asher Dobrin
Cooper Elliott
Principal

Clara Griffey 
Trevor Preuss

Flute
Ayla Lantz
Sam Nixon

Oboe
Eirian Anciaux
Emilie Feve
Laura Lambrech
Luka Vezmar

Clarinet
Yi Dong
Ben Rathje

Bassoon
Larissa Harrison
Bailey Holman

Horn
Dane Burton
Danielle Richard
Sammy Rees
Joseph Rupprecht

Trumpet
Colin Terk
Liam Webb

Trombone
Melvin Casillas-
Muñoz

Carl Enger
Alex Weeks

Tuba
Cameron Mitchell

Harp
Emily West

Percussion
Anil Ambrosi 
Gabe Brownlowe
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2023-24 
Upcoming Events

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always be 
up to date. Click or tap below to explore your options.

Artist Series
Tickets start at $20

 
 

Eklund Opera
Tickets start at $15

Bachelor of Music in 
Musical Theatre Program
Tickets start at $17

Faculty Tuesdays and 
Guest Artist Recitals
Free, no tickets required

https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
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Student Ensembles
Free, no tickets required

Student Recitals
Free, no tickets required

Educational Events
Free, reservation requirements vary

Visit the College of Music website

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/education/
https://cupresents.org/performance/2849/cu-holiday-festival/2023-holiday-festival/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap 
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund 
Supporters 

$50,000+
Maria Johnson
David Turner*

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Ken and Ruth Wright

$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Laurie Hathorn
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart in 
memory of Charles Wetherbee

Lynn Streeter
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Dave Bowers
Katherine and Hassan Dayem
Doree Hickman in memory of Bruce 
Ekstrand

Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Barbara and Michael Gerber
Ben and Pattie Nelson
The Seaver Institute
Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (1)
Sue and Barry Baer
Cathy and Richard Berman
Marda Buchholz
Bob Bunting

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 
Trembly in memory of Berton Coffin

Mary and Lloyd Gelman
Sara and David Harper
Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Kimberly and Matthew McCabe
Barbara Nichols
Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of 
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

Gail and Michael Shimmin
Frank Spaid
Mary Tyler
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
Karen Connolly
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in honor of 
Louise B. Steineck

Jonathan and Shari Fox
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Ruth and Richard Irvin
V. R. Hoisington
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Kay and Daryl James
Joan McLean Braun
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 
Voillequé

Chris and Linda Paris
Lawrence Robins in memory of 
Florence Robins

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Short in memory of  
Virginia Short

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
The Boeing Company
Laura and John Courier
Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
James and Donna Klausman
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Pamela Rafferty
Madalynn Schmidt
Cindi and John Stetson

$150-$299
Anonymous (1)
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
David Becher
Timothy Brown
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Elvis Coble
Elisabeth David
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
Beverly and Bruce Fest
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Jon Finson
FM Global Foundation
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein in 
memory of Herb Millmann

Edward Kellenberger
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Donna Meckley
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Sarah Royall
Jan Schiff
Suan and Russell Schnell
Susanne Skyrm
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

$50-$149
Ball Corporation
Steven Board
Barbara and Myron Caspar
David Chadwick in memory of  
Donna Grayson

Judy Congdon in memory of  
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in memory of 
Susan Peterson

Alexandra Cramer
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Ithiel Frame
Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Derek Gulley
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson

Lynn and Bruce Haines in memory of 
Josephine Haines

Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman in memory 
of Helen and A. Glenn Miller

Intel Foundation
Hans Jordan and J. Mulcahy
Diana Kahn in memory of Ruth Kahn
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Joyce and Stewart Kull
Janie and Craig Lanning in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Kim and Bob Larsen
Nancy and Paul Levitt
Kerry Lightenburger
Bill Lockhart
Marian Matheson
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie
Katherine Mead
Kathleen and Gregory Merilatt
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Karen Musick in honor of Ray and 
Diane Phillips

Usha and Ramkumar Narayanswamy
Hien Nguyen
Diane and William Reuler in memory 
of Berton Coffin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Janice Sanders

Rojana Savoye
Sarah Seggerman
Christy and Terry Smith
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers
Rose Terada
Carol Thieme
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and 
Richard Grubb

Janet and Terry Venard
Jean Wainwright
Nancy Whittemore and Michael 
Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win
Dorothy Young

* Deceased

Thank you to all individuals who have 
contributed. This list comprises all 
gifts of $50+ made to the College of 
Music Dean’s Annual Fund between 
June 1, 2022 and Nov. 30, 2023. 
If you are interested in making a 
donation to the Dean’s Annual Fund, 
please contact Assistant Dean 
for Advancement Andrew Todd at 
atodd@colorado.edu. 
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As of Jan. 10, 2024

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for 
Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Chris Evans 
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Assistant Dean for Concerts 
and Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for  
Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino 
Assistant Dean for Budget 
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Communications and 
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for Stewardship 
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch
Senior Program Manager 
for Events
Mikaela Rich
Operations Manager and Head 
Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Photo/image credits: Glenn 
Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, 
Patrick Campbell, Casey Cass, John 
Mac, Patrick Wine

Personnel 
CU PRESENTS
Executive Director 
Joan McLean Braun 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Operations Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing Manager 
Elise Zabala
Multimedia and Content Manager 
Lara Minichiello
Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence
Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti
Video Assistant 
Tyler Moffat
Box Office Manager 
Adrienne Havelka  
Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry
Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Roman Bailey
Macy Crow
Grant Hollis
Morgan Ochs
Lily Valdez
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