


NEED TO KNOW

Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMODATIONS?”?
Visit cupresents.org/accessiblity to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house
management. You may be seated in the nearest available
area to minimize distruptions. Some venues may not be
able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL
DEVICES, and refrain from using them during the
performance.

Feel free to view this program at the event on your device anytime before
or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

The University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado’s flagship university, honors and recognizes
the many contributions of Indigenous peoples in our state. CU Boulder acknowledges that it
is located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho,
Ute and many other Native American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has
caused devastating and lasting impacts. While the University of Colorado Boulder can never
undo or rectify the devastation wrought on Indigenous peoples, we commit to improving and
enhancing engagement with Indigenous peoples and issues locally and globally.
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SoundWorks

7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2024
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM

Fantasy Arabesque (6’)

Blake Clawson

Renova New Music Ensemble
Aric Vyhmeister, piano

Blake Clawson, conductor

Midnight Mountain (2’)
Ryan Flat

Renova New Music Ensemble

chimes (4°)
Leah Tracy

Renova New Music Ensemble

Existing Within (7’)
Josie Arnett

l. In Context

Il. Gentle Shapes
Koa String Quartet
Kisa Uradomo, violin
Leah Pernick, violin
Thomas Chafe, viola
Heewon Lee, cello

C-1 CU PRESENTS CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC



3 Improvisions
|.  Floating

Il. Silk Road
lll. Savory

Clarinet and Piano (10’)

Indigo Farmer
Harold Gomez-Montoya, clarinet
Indigo Farmer, piano
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PROGRAM NOTES

Fantasy Arabesque (6’)
Blake Clawson

Sara Teasdale’s poem “A Fantasy” is densely packed with beautiful

and evocative imagery. Writing a melody and development of harmony
that mimics the beauty of a lush natural environment seemed the most
appropriate way to infuse the text into the music and is the source of

the Arabesque portion of the title. An Arabesque is a design containing
many interweaving, flowing lines which create a rhythmic, dense texture
resembling the growth of vines or foliage. The flowing, colorful, dense
textures of this piece are intended to reflect a deep and intrinsic human
connection to nature. The piano accompaniment is both fluid and
dynamic, helping to support the choral material and provide embellishment

and contrast.

Poem by Sara Teasdale
Her voice is like clear water
That drips upon a stone

In forests far and silent
Where Quiet plays alone.

Her thoughts are like the lotus
Abloom by sacred streams
Beneath the temple arches
Where Quiet sits and dreams.

Her kisses are the roses
That glow while dusk is deep
In Persian garden closes
Where Quiet falls asleep.
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Midnight Mountain (2’)

Ryan Flat

Midnight Mountain is an SATB rendition of a piece originally written for
solo piano. The piece is a simple hymn about the strength of love even in
the face of adversity, told through the story of the moon and the sun.

chimes (4°)

Leah Tracy

When reading the poem, “Chimes” by Alice Meynell, | was immediately
taken back to childhood summer evenings in small-town Ohio, where
one could hear multiple churches marking the hour with their carillon
hymns. | remember stopping whatever | was doing to listen to the sound;
sometimes it seemed the songs would complement each other, while
other times, they seemed to compete with one another. As I’ve gotten
older, | realize | don’t often hear church bells anymore, and on the rare
occasion that | do, | always stop in my tracks to take in the sound and
remember the smell of freshly cut grass, sticky hands from blowing
bubbles, and knees dusty with sidewalk chalk. This piece, a setting of
Alice Meynell’'s poem, is inspired by both the sound of church bells, and
the carefree nature of youth.

Poem by Alice Meynell
Brief, on a flying night,
From the shaken tower,

A flock of bells take flight,
And go with the hour.

Like birds from the cote to the gales,
Abrupt—O0O hark!

A fleet of bells set sails,

And go to the dark.
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Sudden the cold airs swing.
Alone, aloud,

A verse of bells takes wing
And flies with the cloud.

3 Improvisions

Composer

This set of pieces is a representation of what brings me the most joy
when playing music: improvisation. Movements | and Ill are notated
melodies that will be surrounded by improvisation. Movement |l is a
complete improvisation based on a work painted by my great-uncle
Chucky. All three movements are meant to evoke a spectrum of emotions
beginning and ending with warmth, beauty and comfort. My desire for this
performance is to be in darkness, creating an intensity and depth in the
listening experience.

Clarinet and Piano (10’)

Indigo Farmer

In Clarinet and Piano | started with a strange, creepy sounding theme
which stuck in my head for a long time, and tried to introduce and develop
it, basing the whole piece on one idea. This was inspired by advice |
received from Mable Bailey on composing. The first movement of Brahms’
violin concerto inspired the form of this piece, because | like the suspense
he created by setting up the catchy second theme and sometimes fulfilling
the expectation to hear it and sometimes not.

Clarinet and Piano is dedicated to my grandma Peggy, who turned 90 this

year. She has always been someone who | can talk to and who will get
excited with me about dramatic music.
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PERSONNEL

Hyperlinks are bold and underlined; click or tap for more information.

Egemen Kesikli, artistic director

Josie Arnett

Josie Arnett is a composer, pianist, singer and overall instrument
enthusiast. She grew up playing a variety of instruments including piano,
upright and electric bass, ukulele, banjo, cello, guitar, and any other
instrument she could get her hands on. Arnett started piano lessons at
four years old and grew up playing the music of Bruce Hornsby, Billy Joel,
The Beatles, and countless pop and rock songs. As a composer, she has
been inspired by film music, minimalism, jazz and rock. She is currently
based in Boulder, and pursuing a Bachelor of Music in composition at the
University of Colorado Boulder. She has written for a variety of ensembles,
and has performed as a pianist and a singer. Several of her pieces have
been performed at CU Boulder’'s SoundWorks concerts. Arnett’s music
often centers around the emotional gesture of the music in order to
encourage the audience to connect with the music on an emotional level,
and she often incorporates ideas of psychology, visual art, film and nature
into her music.

Blake Clawson

Blake Clawson is a composer, performer, conductor and educator based in
Boulder. Clawson’s music spans many genres, but he specializes in music
for choir, chamber ensembles and jazz. He has collaborated with both
filmmakers and choreographers, and his award-winning pieces Matara

and Fantasy Arabesque have received performances around the state of
Washington, including a performance and award by Seattle-based Opus

7 Vocal Ensemble. Clawson is currently pursuing a dual master’s in music
composition and choral conducting at the University of Colorado Boulder,
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where he teaches aural skills and directs Renova New Music Ensemble.
In 2020, Clawson received a Bachelor of Arts in music composition from
Whitworth University, where he studied with Brent Edstrom.

Indigo Farmer

Indigo Farmer is a composer who enjoys old and new music —she
particularly likes long, dramatically structured pieces with plenty of
triumphant and lurky moments. She first fell in love with classical music
after hearing the third movement of Beethoven’s “Pathetique” sonata, and
her mom bought her a CD set of all 32 sonatas, which she listened to over
and over again. She liked these pieces because they were exciting and
she could listen to a single one many times, and there were always new
details to notice. In college, Indigo worked on the Hidden Voices project,
recording/researching music by Black women composers, where she
explored music by Black women composers such as Lettie Beckon Alston
and Mable Bailey. Some of her favorite music right now is pieces by her
friends, Beethoven, Brahms and Mable Bailey.

Ryan Flat

Ryan Flat is a composer, instrumentalist and vocalist studying music and
geology at CU Boulder. Greatly inspired by the music of movies, television
and video games, he embraces musical storytelling and imagery in his
writing, often crafting his music in support of a greater narrative and
artistic experience. Flat has had works premiered by ensembles such

as Philharmonia, Renova New Music Ensemble, the Platt Middle School
Music Program, and the CU Buffoons. He has also featured many works
on the Soundworks New music series. In 2023, Flat won first place

in the collegiate chamber division of the NAfME Student Composers’
Competition with his piece Springtime.
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As a performer, Flat currently performs with the Chamber Singers,
Westview Church and CU Buffoons: the oldest acapella group at CU. He
also played trombone and percussion in CU’s symphonic and campus
bands and acted as drum major in CU’s “Golden Buffalo” Marching Band
for two seasons.

Leah Tracy

Leah Tracy (she/they) (b. 1999) is a composer and vocalist currently
pursuing a Master of Music in composition at the University of

Colorado Boulder, where she studies with Annika Socolofsky. Tracy

draws inspiration from the people and places around her, basing her
compositions on current events, childhood recollections, vibrant stories
and nature. She has a particular interest in introducing beginner or
intermediate singers to contemporary techniques, and often writes with a
wide range of ability levels in mind. Tracy was a 2023 Composer Fellow for
the Choral Arts Initiative PREMIERE|Project Festival, and her choral music
has been chosen for honors such as the San Francisco Choral Artists
New Voices Project and the Chicago A Cappella HerVoice Competition.
Her works have been performed by ensembles including Grammy
Award-winning Kansas City Chorale, and by church, school, college and
community choirs throughout the United States. Tracy is also an active
performer, singing soprano with Denver-based choir Kantorei, and with CU
Boulder’s contemporary music choir, Renova. She earned a Bachelor of
Music in composition from Bowling Green State University in 2021, where
she studied with Elainie Lillios.
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MORE EVENTS

Click or tap to explore

ENSEMBLES

Click or tap to explore

RECITALS

Click or tap to explore

OPERA and
MUSICAL THEATRE

CONTACT THE
COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Online: colorado.edu/music
By Phone: 303-492-6352

In Person: Imig Music Building
1020 18th St., Boulder

Business Hours:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m

CONNECT WITH US

Click or tap on an icon to visit the
social media page.

fROjo
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Click or tap to explore

FACULTY TUESDAYS

Click or tap to explore the

ARTIST SERIES

Click or tap to visit the

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
WEBSITE

CONTACT
CU PRESENTS

Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008

In Person: University Club
972 Broadway, Boulder

Box Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m

CONNECT WITH US

Click or tap on an icon to visit the
social media page.

fROjo
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https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
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https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-opera&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Opera+and+Choral&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music
https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu

DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS

$50,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$49,999
Lynn Streeter

$5,000-$9,999

Cindy Demeules

Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Laurie Hathorn

Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart
The Seaver Institute

Jack and Sophie Walker

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Charlene Archibeque

Dave Bowers

Marda Buchholz

Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Frank Spaid

Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous (1)

Cathy and Richard Berman

The Boeing Company

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Katherine and Hassan Dayem
Mary and Lloyd Gelman

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Thomas Godfrey

Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper

Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Kimberly and Matthew McCabe

Val and Bill Mooney

Normie Morin-Voillequé and
Paul Voillequé

Ben and Pattie Nelson

Barbara Nichols

Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo

Chris and Linda Paris

Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

gReg Silvus and Deidre Ferris
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Tyler Little Family Foundation
Barbara Wagner

Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller

Judy and Neil Bicknell

Marty Coffin Evans and
Robert Trembly Il

Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in honor
of Louise B. Steineck

Robert Garnett

Ruth and Richard Irvin

V. R. Hoisington |l

Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Xcel Energy

Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous (1)

Laura and John Courier

FM Global Foundation

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley

Debbie and Rob Phillips

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Madalynn Schmidt

Becky and John Shockley
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas

$150-$299

Anonymous (1)

Ball Corporation

David Becher

Timothy Brown

Alexandra Cramer
Elisabeth David

Beverly and Bruce Fest
Edward Kellenberger*
James and Donna Klausman
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Marian Matheson

Pamela Rafferty

Carol and Alvin Rivera
William Roettker

Carmen and John Roebke

Suan and Russell Schnell

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Janet and Terry Venard

Nancy Whittemore and
Michael Bendure

$50-$149

Anonymous (1)

Jan Alexander

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
Steven Board

Kimberly and Robert Bond
Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
Susan and William Campbell
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Judy Congdon

Charlotte Corbridge in memory of
Susan Peterson

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff

[thiel Frame

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Derek Gulley

Katherine Hansil

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch

Intel Foundation

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Ellen and Stephen Kort

Janie and Craig Lanning

Lydia and Geary Larrick
Marianne and Johnny Martin, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie

Katherine Mead

Kathleen and Gregory Merilatt
Jason Mieger

Patricia and Thomas Miner
Karen Musick

Floyd Pierce

Diane and William Reuler in memory
of Berton Coffin

Tula and Kenneth Roberge
Sarah Royall

Jan Schiff

Sarah Seggerman

Susanne Skyrm

Lonnie Simmons

Gayle and Thomas Smith
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DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS

Vivienne and Stephen Smithers Patricia and Jim Wilmore * Deceased

Babette and Martin Soll Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win

Carol Thieme William Wood* List reflects gifts of $50+

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen Dorothy Young made between Feb. 1, 2023 and
Jean Wainwright Fran and Donald Zinn Jul. 31, 2024.

Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa

Click or tap to Click or tap to
MAKE A GIFT to the CONTACT the
College of Music Advancement team
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https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/49806/donations/new
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff?people_filter_1=68

)

COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Studies and Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget
and Finance
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

DEI Director
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Lauren Petersen

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Production Assistant,
Eklund Opera Program
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Assistant Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and Program
Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich
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RSONNEL

Program Manager for Stewardship
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Operations Manager and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena

Recording Engineer
Kevin Harbison

Operations and Facilities Coordinator
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia and Content Manager
Lara Minichiello

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior House Manager
Rojana Savoye

Senior Marketing Assistant
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant
Dana Cutti

Video Assistant
Tyler Mohatt

Box Office Manager
Adrienne Havelka

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero

Aidan Biffinger

Macy Crow

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Morgan Ochs

MACKY
AUDITORIUM

Director, Macky Auditorium and
CU Artist Series
Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for
Stakeholder and Patron Services
Amanda Wells

Production Managers
Richard Barrett

House Manager
Devin Hegger

Current as of Aug. 20, 2024.

Photo/image credits: Glenn Asakawa,
Patrick Campbell
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