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NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessiblity to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house 
management. You may be seated in the nearest available 
area to minimize distruptions. Some venues may not be able 
to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL 
DEVICES, and refrain from using them during the 
performance. 
Explore programs at the event on your device before or after the show,  
or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

The University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado’s flagship university, honors and recognizes the 
many contributions of Indigenous peoples in our state. CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute 
and many other Native American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused 
devastating and lasting impacts. While the University of Colorado Boulder can never undo or 
rectify the devastation wrought on Indigenous peoples, we commit to improving and enhancing 
engagement with Indigenous peoples and issues locally and globally.

https://cupresents.org/your-visit/accessibility/
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SoundWorks
Featuring CU NOW’s Composer Fellows’ Initiative 
and Koa String Quartet
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2025
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM
The Earthworm Problem
Holly McMahon
Libretto by Holly McMahon
Kristina Butler as Esmeralda
Katiann Nelson as Rue
Max Vann as Miles

The Heart of the Antarctic
Alan Mackwell
Libretto by Alan Mackwell, based on the book  
by Ernest Shackleton
Kristina Butler as Adams
Katiann Nelson as Brocklehurst
Simeon Wallace as Shackleton
Max Vann as Wild

Songs of a Soldier
JC Maynard
Libretto by JC Maynard
Katiann Nelson as The Mother
Simeon Wallace as The Soldier
Max Vann as The Father
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Pulse
Holly McMahon

I.	 Impulse Begins to Spread
II.	 Atrial Contraction
III.	 Impulse Spreads from the AV Node
IV.	 Ventricles Contract
V.	 Ventricle Repolarization
VI.	 At Rest

Koa String Quartet:
Kisa Uradomo, violin
Leah Pernick, violin
Devin Cowan, viola 
Heewon Lee, cello

The Dying of the Light
Adam Weller
Anna Cummings, Eli Pouliot, and Bebe Seidenberg, violin
Michael Han, viola
Logan Kuhlman, Kate Fornshell, cello
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PROGRAM NOTES
The Earthworm Problem
Holly McMahon
Libretto by Holly McMahon
Rue: Miles,
What happened?

Miles: They were quick. 
I was running.
Thank god you are home.

Rue: Who?

Miles: The earthworms. 
They are after us - 
All of us.

Rue: What?

Miles: They are vicious 
I tried to run, 
But there are so many.

Rue: Where are they?

Miles: I was in the town
to buy bread.
I was at the farmers market.
They are coming.

Rue: Buildings have fallen.
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Miles: They move the soil underneath us.
Before long . . .
The earthworms are coming.

Rue: I can do something.
I can do something!

Miles: You don’t understand. 

Rue: I can fix this.

Miles: They are earthworms! 
We cannot defeat them.

Rue: The rain will stop.
It will be okay.
I will find Esmeralda. 

Miles: Don’t go out there!
You don’t know where she is.

Rue: I can find her. 

Miles: How?

Rue puts on a rain jacket

Miles: No!

Esmerelda: It was me.

Rue: What did you do?
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Esmerelda: Her name was Anna….

I put her in the ground last May,
to grow tomatoes in October…
She was two months old.
Just there,

I planted her 
in soil that was rich.
I watered her every day,
and told her she was beautiful.

Two weeks ago, two weeks ago,
she wilted.
Just there…
It has been weeks,
Since her last leaf hit the ground.

I told her I loved her then.
That she was beautiful.
I told her it was okay to fall apart - 
That I’d never forget the way she made me smile.
And she did.

I took her last leaf, 
in my pocket, 
and I left.
I ran into the forest -
That is where I have been.

So it was me.
I caused the rain.
I have always caused the rain,
and the grief will never go away.
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The Heart of the Antarctic
Alan Mackwell
Libretto by Alan Mackwell, based on the book  
by Ernest Shackleton
Heart of the Antarctic is a short three-scene opera inspired by the 
adventures of Ernest Shackleton from his memoir The Heart of the 
Antarctic. Shackleton and his crew endured the worst that Antarctica had 
to offer during their 1908-09 expedition, battling tough terrain, dysentery 
and impossibly horrible weather. And yet, despite these trials, Shackleton 
makes mention of the beauty of Antarctica on nearly every page, relishing 
the landscape in spite of its perils. The three scenes selected for Heart of 
the Antarctic are reflective of this duality between the brutal and beautiful, 
exploring the stillness of the icy vista while allowing the tension from its 
human occupants to disrupt the serenity of their surroundings.

The three explorers on stage slowly sit up, and officially set up camp. 
Shackleton, Brocklehurst and Wild are seated in a semi-circle around the 
fire of their crude and rushed camp, and staring blankly at the flickering 
flames as they contemplate their near-death experience. Adams emerges 
from off-stage, carrying two parcels wrapped in cloth. He walks slowly and 
methodically towards his companions and sits down beside them. 

Scene III: Blood Tea

Adams (spoken):
On our way here, weeks ago, we shot one of our struggling ponies. 

He pauses, taking a deep breath.

Adams (spoken): His body lies beyond that hill, frozen solid. 

His companions look up from their trance, meeting his eyes. 
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Adams (spoken): I have his liver, but not much else. 

Adams pulls the cloth from one of his parcels, revealing the late pony’s liver. 
Shackleton takes it and places it on a pan, which he then places directly on 
top of the fire. Shackleton crouches beside the fire, testing the temperature 
of the pan with his bare fingers. It is still remarkably cold, so he does not 
recoil. 

All four explorers eye the second parcel. 

Adams (spoken): 
Beside the pony’s corpse, his blood congealed and froze. This is that blood. 

Adams pulls the cloth off the second parcel and reveals a grisly mass of red. 
The explorers pause, unsure what to do, until Wild pulls a small saucepan 
from the side of his pack, takes the blood in his bare hands, and places it in 
the pan. He then places the pan on the fire for a moment, wiping his hands 
on his trousers. Shackleton flips the liver over. 

Wild (spoken):  Give me your cups. 

Wild’s companions reach for their cups and place them in a line in front of 
him. He opens the sauce pan and pours its contents evenly between the four 
cups. All four explorers take their cups and slowly drink. 

Shackleton (singing):  It’s like a beef tea. 

The explorers are unmoved by this bizarre statement, and continue slowly 
sipping their steaming cups of blood. They pause, stoic. 

Brocklehurst: 
When we return to base, we should cook something beautiful. 
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He pauses, his face lighting up as his imagination begins whirring. His 
companions sit up, half-smiling.

Brocklehurst: Something like mincemeat, 

Adams (interjecting):  Made of- 

Shackleton:  Lamb meat- 

Wild:  Ground with- 

Brocklehurst:  Fennel- 

A: Ground with- 

S: Parsley- 

W: Ground with- 

B: Sage- 

A: Mixed with- 

S: Onion- 

W: Mixed with- 

B: Garlic- 

A: Wrapped in- 

S: Bacon- 

W: Smoked with- 
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B: Hickory- 

A: Wrapped in- 

S: Pastry- 

W: Toasted- 

B: Golden brown-

A: Served with- 

S: Greens- 

W: Served with- 

B: Fresh bread- 

A: Served with-

S: With a- 

W: With a- 

B: With a- 

A: With a- 

S: Cup of- 

W: Wine- 

B: Cup of-
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A: Tea- 

S: Cup of- 

W: Cocoa- 

B: Cup of- 

A: Tea- 

S: Cup of- 

W: Cocoa- 

B: Cup of- 

A: Tea- 

S: Cup of- 

W: Cocoa- 

The projection darkens, signaling performers to gradually fade away to 
silence. As they do, Aurora Australis briefly emerges on screen, blanketing 
the stage in ribbons of red and green. After a time, the projection fades to 
black. 
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Songs of a Soldier
JC Maynard
Libretto by JC Maynard
This scene follows the death of a soldier fallen in battle—his final moments 
imagining conversations with the most important figures in his life drawn 
out into a full nine minute scene. It begins with the soldier (Tenor) alone on 
stage, having just been hit by a gunshot. The soldier cowers in fear of the 
fate befallen him, and he collapses to the ground. 

But before he slips away, he is “visited” in a hallucination first by his mother 
(Alto), who “heals” him for a moment to speak with her so that she may 
console him. She comforts him as he weeps, saying that there are more 
who will visit him after she has gone. His father (Bass) arrives next, and the 
soldier turns now to anger and regret, asking his father what was the point 
of the war and bloodshed. His father speaks to him of sacrifice for what is 
right, encouraging him to be strong. The final visitor is the soldier’s fiancée/
lover (Soprano), who reflects fondly on their time together, lamenting the 
loss of her love. The mother and father briefly return to stage with the lover 
to say a final goodbye to the soldier, then leave him alone on stage for his 
final note.

Tenor: What have I done?
What have I done?

II. THE MOTHER
Alto: Hush, my darling, don’t you be afraid of letting go,
Your mother’s here,

Tenor: Is it really you?

Alto: Once a silly child, you’re grown. Now you will stay forever in my
Memories as a boy,
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Tenor: It’s really you.

Alto:
Take my hand, be healed if only for this parting moment,
So I can see those hazel eyes that came from me once more before they go

Tenor: But I can’t help but tremble,
I’ve not the strength to die,
I can’t help but fear, it hurts, the wound will never mend,
I can’t help but cry

Alto: I will stay beside you, calm your heart, and never leave
Until your final breath
But you’ve more to see you, speak with you,
Say their goodbyes before the time takes what we’ve left

Both: Know that you have always filled my heart with love and home

Alto: Lay among the lilies, be at peace, so I may grieve you, my own boy.

III. THE FATHER 
Bass: My boy, my son, 
My boy, my son, 
Tenor: What has it come to? What am I fighting for? 
Men of my childhood slain in a bloody war? 
Bass: I was in your shoes, I felt it too, 
The fear of sacrifice and what we lose. 
But I have walked this world and seen the price 
Of what we save, for what we give our lives. 
Trust me son, your death is not in vain. 
Tenor: How can you leave me stranded alone to die? 
B: (Courage now; be brave and you will fly…) 
Lies when you told me you would be by my side! 
B: (...far away into the brighter skies) 
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Bass: Strength, my son, 
Faith, my son, 
Honor and valor, 
You have won. 
T: (I’m trying to be strong)

Pulse
Holly McMahon
Pulse is a 10-minute-long representation of one heartbeat, as read on an 
electrocardiogram. It depicts the character of the different stages of one 
heartbeat, as the heart goes through cycles of electrical pulses and muscle 
contractions. A repetitive pulse can be heard throughout the piece until the 
last movement At Rest. These pulses are based off common heart rates. It 
should be noted that hearts are never truly inactive while we are alive, and 
each individual has a slightly different rhythm to each of their heart beats. 
The ratios between the lengths of the movements in this piece were based 
off of standard graphs in anatomy textbooks.

The Dying of the Light
Adam Weller
The Dying of the Light is based on a 1951 poem by Dylan Thomas called 
“Do not go gentle into that good night.” I originally heard the poem in the 
movie Interstellar, where it is used to motivate the astronauts to fight against 
the dying earth, and to go out into the universe to find a new planet. But 
when I heard it, I immediately associated it with the idea of resisting and 
fighting against dimming hopes and dreams in my own life. I originally 
started writing this piece as a cinematic score to be produced electronically 
with synths and software instruments, but after finding a melody that I really 
liked, I felt that it would be more impactful as a strings piece. The first three 
lines of the poem read:
Do not go gentle into that good night,
Old age should burn and rave at close of day;
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.
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PERSONNEL
Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Gracie Fagan, social media coordinator
Keenan Powell, stage manager

Leigh Holman, CU NOW artistic director
Bud Coleman, CFI managing director and stage director
Nicholas Carthy, CU NOW music director
Max Randal, piano

Kristina Butler
Kristina Butler (soprano) has appeared as Ida in Die Fledermaus, Littler 
Daughter in Proving Up, Billie Jean King in Balls and in CU Now’s 2024 
Composer Fellows’ Initiative. While at CU Boulder, Butler appeared as 
Lady Valerie in Cabildo and was a Graduate Division Finalist for the 2024 
Concerto Competition. This summer, Butler was a festival singer with the 
Berlin Opera Academy where she role-studied Pamina (Die Zauberflöte) and 
appeared as Lay Conversa in Suor Angelica. Butler is a 2021 recipient of 
the Fulbright Research Grant to Ecuador, where she produced a new music 
album, Sueños de Zazá. She studies with Professor Jennifer Bird-Arvidsson.

Koa String Quartet
The Koa String Quartet is composed of violinists Kisa Uradomo (Maui, 
Hawai’i) and Leah Pernick (Metro Detroit, Michigan), violist Devin Cowan 
(Long Island, New York) and cellist Heewon Lee (O’ahu, Hawai’i). Koa is the 
Graduate String Quartet-in-Residence at the University of Colorado Boulder, 
where they were the first prize winners of the 2024 Ekstrand Competition.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
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Alan Mackwell
Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a command of 
complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal), New Zealand-American 
Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) is a BMI award-winning young composer and 
performer based in Boulder. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a 
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the Permian 
Basin, northern New Mexico and Appalachian North Carolina using a highly 
resonant and bluegrass-influenced musical language. He earned a BM 
at the Boston Conservatory and an MA at Tufts University. Mackwell is 
currently pursuing a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he 
teaches an Intro to Music Technology course. 

Mackwell’s music has been played on three different continents and several 
U.S. states. His compositions have been played by high-achieving groups 
such as The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, The New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra, the Amorsima Trio, Hub New Music and the Corvus Ensemble. 
He was the grand prize winner of the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s 
Inaugural Young Composers’ Competition in addition to being a two-time 
finalist for the Todd Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by the 
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. Mackwell is the winner of the 2023 
American Prize as well as a BMI Student Composer Award, which he won in 
2022 for his string trio Remains of a Permian Gas Station.

Joshua Carter (JC) Maynard
Joshua Carter (JC) Maynard is a composer and conductor from Colorado 
Springs who specializes in bringing passion for choral and chamber music 
to a new generation of musicians. Currently studying composition at CU 
Boulder, Maynard never allows himself to be confined to one artistic box—
instead, blending genres and disparate sources of inspiration in all his 
works. He was recently named ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer 
Award Semi-Finalist and Orpheus Chamber Singers Competition Second 
Place Finalist. In addition to composing for mediums like choir and 
orchestra to electronics and jazz combos, Maynard is the founder and 
president of the Renova New Music Ensemble—CU Boulder’s premier 
contemporary choral group. 

https://alanmackwellmusic.com/
https://www.jcmaynardstudios.com/
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Prioritizing collaboration and musician ownership in all his projects, Maynard 
has conducted and had pieces commissioned by groups such as the 
Colorado Vocal Arts Ensemble, the University of Wyoming Bel Canto Choir, 
the Colorado Springs Philharmonic, the CU Boulder Chamber Singers, Lírios 
String Quartet, the Denver Playground Ensemble, the Eklund Opera and 
more. Maynard also has experience as a producer and recording technician, 
an audio editor and mixing engineer, a private lesson instructor, a musical 
theater performer and an ensemble administrator. 

Holly McMahon
As a compelling performer and composer with a delicate yet expansive 
style, Holly McMahon has the ability to lift her hands from piano keys in 
complete silence. For many years she has worked with and connected 
countless musicians across several genres including film, theater, dance and 
contemporary performance. She continues to explore new instrumentations 
and stylistic choices through her studies of music composition, music 
technology and piano performance at The University of Colorado Boulder. 
She is most well known for her works for solo piano, which typically feature 
carefully sculpted, running lines and evocative yet comfortable rhythmic 
textures that have been described as “lush” and “uniquely vibrant.” As she 
focuses on creating atmosphere through the shape of sound over time and 
careful repetition, McMahon’s music is uniquely breathtaking and reminds 
listeners of their ability to experience art in a uniquely human way.

Katiann Nelson
Katiann Nelson (mezzo soprano) is a second year master’s degree student 
studying with Professor Abigail Nims. Nelson has been seen in several 
Eklund Opera productions, including Falstaff (Meg), and Proving Up 
(Taller Daughter). She will also be singing in the chorus Opera Colorado’s 
production of La Bohème this February. Originally from Waterford, 
Wisconsin, Nelson graduated from Carthage College with undergraduate 
degrees in music education, piano and clarinet, and currently works as the 
accompanist and assistant director at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church.

https://www.hollymcmahonmusic.com/about
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Max Vann
Max Vann (baritone) is a second year master’s student in vocal performance 
and pedagogy studying with Professor Andrew Garland. Originally from 
Georgia, he got an undergraduate degree from Georgia Southern University. 
Past roles Vann has performed have been Dr. Dave in Choir Practice 
(Chatman) and Pierre Lafitte in Cabildo (Beach). Vann has also performed 
various opera scenes and choruses with Eklund Opera and Vail Opera in last 
year’s season.

Simeon Wallace
Simeon Wallace (tenor), is from the foothills of North Carolina. He has a 
passion for exploring the compositions of Black composers who intricately 
crafted idiomatic classical compositions through the lens of African 
American culture. He has featured in a masterclass on African American 
song with Louise Toppin, editor of An Anthology of African and African 
Diaspora Songs. Recently, he portrayed Miles in Missy Mazzoli’s Proving 
Up and Fenton in Verdi’s Falstaff with Eklund Opera. He holds a BM in 
music education from Appalachian State and is pursuing an MM in vocal 
performance and pedagogy from CU Boulder under Nicholas Perna.

Adam Weller
Adam Weller started playing the violin at age 4 and since then he continued 
to perform while developing a passion for music composition. He started 
by arranging and composing music for his high school chamber orchestra, 
and has since narrowed his focus onto film music. He is currently a third 
year, double-degree student in neuroscience and violin performance, and he 
hopes to pursue a career in film scoring after he graduates.
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MORE  EVENTS
Click or tap to explore

ENSEMBLES
Click or tap to explore

FACULTY TUESDAYS 

Click or tap to explore

RECITALS
Click or tap to explore the

ARTIST SERIES

Click or tap to explore

OPERA and  
MUSICAL THEATRE

Click or tap to visit the

COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
WEBSITE

  

 

CONTACT THE  
COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
Online:
colorado.edu/music
By Phone:
303-492-6352

CONNECT WITH US

CONTACT
CU PRESENTS 
Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008
Box Office Hours:
M-F, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
CONNECT WITH US

 

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-opera&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Opera+and+Choral&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music
https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Maria Johnson
$10,000-$24,999
Ken and Ruth Wright
$5,000-$9,999
Marda Buchholz
Dave Fulker and 
Nicky Wolman

Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and 
Ron Stewart

Gregory Silvus and
 Deidre Ferris

Lynn Streeter
Daniel Trump
$2,500-$4,999
Charlene Archibeque
Dave Bowers
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Doree Hickman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Heinrich Maus
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Frank Spaid
Barbara Wagner
$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell
The Boeing Company 
Marty Coffin Evans and 
Robert Trembly II

Katherine and 
Hassan Dayem

Barbara Dixon and 
Timothy Caldwell

Aileen and Steve Gleason
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Susan Julien
Val and Bill Mooney
Normie Morin-Voillequé 
and Paul Voillequé

Ben and Pattie Nelson

David and Georgia Nelson
Barbara Nichols
Chris and Linda Paris
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and 
Paul Ward

Mary Webber and 
Gerald Grammens

Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young
$500-$999
Anonymous
James Alleman and 
Barbara Miller

Cathy and Richard Berman
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in 
memory of Louise Steineck

Robert Garnett
John Hedderich
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Kyonggeun and Bruce 
Johnson

Donna* and James Klausman
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Connie and Harold Roth
Madalynn Schmidt
Tim Stumbaugh and 
Cody Scott

Maria Vouras and 
Vasilios Lekkas

$300-$499
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas 
Hasenpflug

Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Becky and John Shockley
$150-$299
Anonymous
David Becher
Steven Board
Timothy Brown
Alexandra Cramer

Elisabeth David
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Edward Kellenberger*
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Janie and Craig Lanning
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Gretchen and James Lewis
Jeff and Lois Linsky in 
memory of William Carl 
Lineberger

Marian Matheson
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Pamela Rafferty
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Jennifer and Mitchell 
Rodehaver

Sarah Royall
Suan and Russell Schnell
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Cindi and John Stetson
Carol Thieme
Jean Wainwright
$50-$149
Jan Alexander
Lucy Ashour and Rachel 
Garstang in memory of 
Benjamin Pollack

Robert Barford
Juliet Berzsenyi
Timothy Brown and 
Marina Darglitz in honor 
of Hubert Brown

Susan and William Campbell
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Judy Congdon in memory of 
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in 
memory of Susan Peterson

John Davis
Valerie and Thomas 
DellaPenna

Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
David Flory
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein 
in memory of Herb Millmann

Alenka and Peter Han
Katherine Hansil
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Marianne and Johnny 
Martin, Jr.

Kevin McKenzie
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Jason Mieger
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Karen Musick
Floyd Pierce
Gene Pollart
Tula and Kenneth Roberge 
in memory of Susan 
Peterson

Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Jan Schiff
Sarah Seggerman
Lonnie Simmons
Susanne Skyrm
Vivienne and 
Stephen Smithers

Babette and Martin Soll
Terri and David Stringfellow
Rose Terada
Martha and Pieter 
Van Der Mersch

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen
Janet and Terry Venard
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and 
Michael Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
U Kyaw Win
William Wood*
Dorothy Young
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased

List reflects gifts made 
between June 1, 2023 and 
Nov. 30, 2024.

Click or tap to MAKE A GIFT 
to the College of Music

Click or tap to CONTACT 
the Advancement team

http://giveto.colorado.edu/campaigns/50595/donations/new
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff?people_filter_1=68
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PERSONNEL
COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate 
Studies and Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  
Assistant Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives 
Kate Cimino
Assistant Dean for Budget and 
Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
DEI Director 
Alexis McClain
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman
Production Assistant,  
Eklund Opera Program 
Christie Conover
Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis
Production Director 
Ron Mueller
Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak
Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith
Costume Coordinator/Designer  
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano
Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane
Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich
Program Manager for Stewardship  
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Development Assistant
Christie Preston
Operations Manager and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Kayla Pierce
Recording Engineer and  
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison
Assistant Recording Engineer
Jacob Moginot
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Director of Ticketing and 
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 
Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala
Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy
Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti
Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry
Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen
Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger
Macy Crow
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Morgan Ochs
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and  
CU Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for Stakeholder 
and Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham 
House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

Current as of Dec. 15, 2024.
Photo credits: Glenn Asakawa.
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