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NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessiblity to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house 
management. You may be seated in the nearest available 
area to minimize distruptions. Some venues may not be able 
to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL 
DEVICES, and refrain from using them during the 
performance. 
Explore programs at the event on your device before or after the show,  
or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

The University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado’s flagship university, honors and recognizes the 
many contributions of Indigenous peoples in our state. CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute 
and many other Native American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused 
devastating and lasting impacts. While the University of Colorado Boulder can never undo or 
rectify the devastation wrought on Indigenous peoples, we commit to improving and enhancing 
engagement with Indigenous peoples and issues locally and globally.

https://cupresents.org/your-visit/accessibility/
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SoundWorks
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025
ATLAS B2 Black Box Experimental Studio
Content advisory: this event includes flashing lights

PROGRAM
Bloom (2009)
Alexandra Gardner 
Peyton Magalhaes, cello

Cypress (2019)
Alexandra Gardner 
Shannon Donahoe, baritone saxophone

Tourmaline (2004)
Alexandra Gardner 
Joel Ferst, soprano saxophone

64-Bit Electronic Music Composition Competition Finalists

Intermission

Faith and Ruin on Piney Mountain
Alan Mackwell (Alan McMurray Award winner)
Joel Ferst, baritone saxophone
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Shelter in Place
Holly McMahon (SPARK Award winner)
Harveen Gill, dancer
Holly McMahon, live electronics

fractured.jpg 
Gracie Fagan (SPARK Award winner)
Phu Le, touch designer
Gracie Fagan, live electronics



C-3     	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

PROGRAM NOTES
Bloom (2009)
Alexandra Gardner 
Bloom for cello and electronics was created for Joshua Roman with support 
from an American Composers Forum Subito Grant. It is the ninth work 
in a series of compositions for solo instruments and electronics. Initially, 
the work included a boombox to play the electronics so that Joshua 
could perform it easily whenever and wherever he desired. As I worked, 
I considered the context in which I think of listening to a boombox—
with a smallish group, probably of friends, in a gathering under a tree, in 
someone’s home or maybe on a beach. A very different listening space than 
a concert situation! The title refers to the music developing from bubbling 
textures into a dense soundscape and Joshua’s sunny disposition.

Cypress (2019)
Alexandra Gardner 
The cypress tree is considered a symbol of mourning and immortality in 
many cultures and appears in legends from Greek mythology to Christianity. 
It has often been planted to mark graveyards with the idea that its straight, 
tall stature helps guide departed souls toward heaven. This work is also part 
of my saxophone quartet Tides. I wanted a standalone movement dedicated 
exclusively to the baritone saxophone’s capacity for warmth, strength and 
agility.

Tourmaline (2004)
Alexandra Gardner 
Tourmaline was created in the studios of the IUA/Phonos Foundation in 
Barcelona, Spain. It is the sixth piece in a series of compositions for solo 
instrument with electronics. Crystal tourmaline often shows two or more 
colors, such as watermelon tourmaline, which has a red center and is 
surrounded by bright green. A small change in the complex makeup of 
the developing crystal will result in a completely different color scheme. 
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According to legend, wearing the stone can lend permanence and stability 
to friendships and love relationships. In this composition, the saxophone 
and electronics are closely linked in a fast-paced, animated conversation. 
The electronic part takes on a definite personality as it weaves about, 
interrupting and commenting on the saxophone part. Twisting and turning 
through a series of moods and situations, the many possibilities for 
interaction between the two instruments are revealed.

Faith and Ruin on Piney Mountain
Alan Mackwell (Alan McMurray Award winner)
Faith and Ruin on Piney Mountain is a single-movement work for baritone 
saxophone and electronics inspired by the lyrics of Craig Johnson’s 
bluegrass tune Damned Old Piney Mountain. The song, sung from the 
perspective of a former sawmill worker in mid-20th century Appalachia, 
details his relationship with both the logging practice as well as his 
relationship to the logging industry, which abandoned him after his fingers 
were cut off in a bandsaw accident. Interwoven with the singer’s life story 
are cries of disdain for his disability and the failure of his marriage, which 
the singer pins not on the logging industry or his faith, but the landscape 
itself. The last stanza, however, pulls sharply away from this hatred-fueled 
depiction of the mountain, bittersweetly detailing the various ways in which 
nature has reclaimed the sawmill he used to work at. Faith and Ruin on 
Piney Mountain seeks to replicate the soundscapes of this long-abandoned 
sawmill, meditating on the nature of the space in relation to the singer’s 
hatred for it in conjunction with the remaining cinders of the industry that 
betrayed him and the West Virginian landscape.

Shelter in Place
Holly McMahon (SPARK Award winner)
Shelter in Place is an electro-acoustic work featuring dance, performance 
art, and live processing of prepared audio. It explores themes of discomfort, 
belonging and vulnerability in times of uncertainty.



C-5     	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

fractured.jpg 
Gracie Fagan (SPARK Award winner)
fractured.jpg is a piece filled with the deepest gratitude for Annika 
Socolofsky, Carter Pann, John Drumheller and Michael Theodore. Thank 
you, truly, for guiding my growth as an artist and educator the past two 
years.

PERSONNEL
CU Boulder SoundWorks
Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Gracie Fagan, social media coordinator
Keenan Powell, stage manager

ATLAS B2 Black Box Experimental Studio
Chris Petillo, audio engineer and production manager
Brad Gallagher, technical and production specialist
Sean Winters, B2 scholar in residence

Gracie Fagan
As one of the country’s youngest emerging multimedia artists, Gracie 
Fagan (she/her) experiments with human perception to comment on 
the intersectionality of identity and pop culture. Fagan combines audio, 
projection, performance art, theatre and dance to create immersive 
performances and environments not typically found in the traditional concert 
hall setting. Her pieces continue to be selected for showcase in national 
conferences, including the SHE Festival for Women in Music, Electronic 
Music Midwest Festival, the International Women Composer’s Festival 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
https://www.graciefagan.com/


C-6     	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

of Hartford, the Eugene Difficult New Music Ensemble, and completing 
a residency with the Walden school. She has received multiple grants to 
further her work, including the Ida M. Vreeland Award, the Vada Kinmann 
Oldfield grant for academic and artistic advocacy of minorities, the John 
Phillips Sousa Band Award and the 2018 Nebraska Young Artist award. 
Her most recent projects include completing a residency at the TANK 
Center for the Sonic Arts in Rangely, Colorado and performing on the CU 
Boulder SoundWorks series. She is also collaborating with Coral Douglas, 
Joel Ferst and Phu Le on a number of upcoming projects, installations 
and improvisations. Fagan is currently teaching composition and music 
technology at the University of Colorado Boulder while pursuing a Master of 
Music, and received a Bachelor of Music in composition from the University 
of Nebraska – Lincoln in 2023.

Alexandra Gardner
Praised as “highly lyrical and provocative of thought” (San Francisco 
Classical Voice) and “mesmerizing” (The New York Times), the music of 
composer Alexandra Gardner is thrilling audiences and performers alike 
with a “particular alchemy of craft, whimsy, and sensual appeal” (The New 
Yorker). She composes for varied instrumentations and often mixes acoustic 
instruments with electronic music and field recordings, drawing inspiration 
from mythology, the natural sciences, and contemporary literature.

Gardner’s compositions are regularly featured at festivals and venues 
around the world, including the Aspen Music Festival, Beijing Modern 
Festival, Centro de Cultura Contemporania de Barcelona, Festival 
Cervantino, Grand Teton Music Festival, The Kennedy Center, The Library 
of Congress and the Warsaw Autumn Festival. Her music has been 
commissioned and presented by leading organizations and ensembles such 
as the National Flute Association, the American Harp Society, Astral Artists, 
Boulanger Initiative, Chicago Composers Orchestra, Seattle Symphony, 
SOLI Chamber Ensemble, Strathmore Music Center, Tesla Quartet and the 
United States Navy Band.
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Among Gardner’s honors and awards are recognitions from the American 
Composers Forum, ASCAP, Maryland State Arts Council, Mid-America Arts 
Alliance, The National Endowment for the Arts, The Netherland-America 
Foundation and the Smithsonian Institution. She has conducted residencies 
at the Atlantic Center for the Arts, Harvestworks Digital Media Arts Center, 
Liz Lerman Dance Exchange, MacDowell and Willapa Bay AiR. She spent 
two years as a visiting composer at the Institut Universitari de l’Audiovisual 
in Barcelona, Spain, and served as Composer-In-Residence for the Seattle 
Symphony. Her music is recorded on the Innova, Ars Harmonica, Naxos, and 
Neuma labels. Gardner holds degrees from The Peabody Institute of Johns 
Hopkins University and Vassar College. She lives in Baltimore, Maryland.

Alan Mackwell
Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a command of 
complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal), New Zealand-American 
Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) is a BMI award-winning young composer and 
performer based in Boulder. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a 
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the Permian 
Basin, northern New Mexico and Appalachian North Carolina using a highly 
resonant and bluegrass-influenced musical language. He earned a BM 
at the Boston Conservatory and an MA at Tufts University. Mackwell is 
currently pursuing a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he 
teaches an Intro to Music Technology course. 

Mackwell’s music has been played on three different continents and several 
U.S. states. His compositions have been played by high-achieving groups 
such as The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, The New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra, the Amorsima Trio, Hub New Music and the Corvus Ensemble. 
He was the grand prize winner of the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s 
Inaugural Young Composers’ Competition in addition to being a two-time 
finalist for the Todd Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by the 
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. Mackwell is the winner of the 2023 
American Prize as well as a BMI Student Composer Award, which he won in 
2022 for his string trio Remains of a Permian Gas Station.

https://alanmackwellmusic.com/
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Holly McMahon
As a compelling performer and composer with a delicate yet expansive 
style, Holly McMahon has the ability to lift her hands from piano keys in 
complete silence. For many years she has worked with and connected 
countless musicians across several genres including film, theater, dance and 
contemporary performance. She continues to explore new instrumentations 
and stylistic choices through her studies of music composition, music 
technology and piano performance at the University of Colorado Boulder.  
She is most well known for her works for solo piano, which typically feature 
carefully sculpted, running lines and evocative yet comfortable rhythmic 
textures that have been described as “lush” and “uniquely vibrant.” As she 
focuses on creating atmosphere through the shape of sound over time and 
careful repetition, McMahon’s music is uniquely breathtaking and reminds 
listeners of their ability to experience art in a uniquely human way.

https://www.hollymcmahonmusic.com/about
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MORE  EVENTS
Click or tap to explore

ENSEMBLES
Click or tap to explore

FACULTY TUESDAYS 

Click or tap to explore

RECITALS
Click or tap to explore the

ARTIST SERIES

Click or tap to explore

OPERA and  
MUSICAL THEATRE

Click or tap to visit the

COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
WEBSITE

  

 

CONTACT THE  
COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
Online:
colorado.edu/music
By Phone:
303-492-6352

CONNECT WITH US

CONTACT
CU PRESENTS 
Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008
Box Office Hours:
M-F, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
CONNECT WITH US

 

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-opera&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Opera+and+Choral&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music
https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Maria Johnson
$10,000-$24,999
Ken and Ruth Wright
$5,000-$9,999
Marda Buchholz
Dave Fulker and 
Nicky Wolman

Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and 
Ron Stewart

Gregory Silvus and
 Deidre Ferris

Lynn Streeter
Daniel Trump
$2,500-$4,999
Charlene Archibeque
Dave Bowers
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Doree Hickman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Heinrich Maus
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Frank Spaid
Barbara Wagner
$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell
The Boeing Company 
Marty Coffin Evans and 
Robert Trembly II

Katherine and 
Hassan Dayem

Barbara Dixon and 
Timothy Caldwell

Aileen and Steve Gleason
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Susan Julien
Val and Bill Mooney
Normie Morin-Voillequé 
and Paul Voillequé

Ben and Pattie Nelson

David and Georgia Nelson
Barbara Nichols
Chris and Linda Paris
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and 
Paul Ward

Mary Webber and 
Gerald Grammens

Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young
$500-$999
Anonymous
James Alleman and 
Barbara Miller

Cathy and Richard Berman
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in 
memory of Louise Steineck

Robert Garnett
John Hedderich
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Kyonggeun and Bruce 
Johnson

Donna* and James Klausman
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Connie and Harold Roth
Madalynn Schmidt
Tim Stumbaugh and 
Cody Scott

Maria Vouras and 
Vasilios Lekkas

$300-$499
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas 
Hasenpflug

Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Becky and John Shockley
$150-$299
Anonymous
David Becher
Steven Board
Timothy Brown
Alexandra Cramer

Elisabeth David
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Edward Kellenberger*
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Janie and Craig Lanning
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Gretchen and James Lewis
Jeff and Lois Linsky in 
memory of William Carl 
Lineberger

Marian Matheson
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Pamela Rafferty
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Jennifer and Mitchell 
Rodehaver

Sarah Royall
Suan and Russell Schnell
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Cindi and John Stetson
Carol Thieme
Jean Wainwright
$50-$149
Jan Alexander
Lucy Ashour and Rachel 
Garstang in memory of 
Benjamin Pollack

Robert Barford
Juliet Berzsenyi
Timothy Brown and 
Marina Darglitz in honor 
of Hubert Brown

Susan and William Campbell
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Judy Congdon in memory of 
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in 
memory of Susan Peterson

John Davis
Valerie and Thomas 
DellaPenna

Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
David Flory
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein 
in memory of Herb Millmann

Alenka and Peter Han
Katherine Hansil
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Marianne and Johnny 
Martin, Jr.

Kevin McKenzie
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Jason Mieger
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Karen Musick
Floyd Pierce
Gene Pollart
Tula and Kenneth Roberge 
in memory of Susan 
Peterson

Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Jan Schiff
Sarah Seggerman
Lonnie Simmons
Susanne Skyrm
Vivienne and 
Stephen Smithers

Babette and Martin Soll
Terri and David Stringfellow
Rose Terada
Martha and Pieter 
Van Der Mersch

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen
Janet and Terry Venard
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and 
Michael Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
U Kyaw Win
William Wood*
Dorothy Young
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased

List reflects gifts made 
between June 1, 2023 and 
Nov. 30, 2024.

Click or tap to MAKE A GIFT 
to the College of Music

Click or tap to CONTACT 
the Advancement team

http://giveto.colorado.edu/campaigns/50595/donations/new
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff?people_filter_1=68
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate 
Studies and Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  
Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino
Assistant Dean for Budget and 
Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Director of Community Support  
and Programming 
Alexis McClain
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman
Production Assistant,  
Eklund Opera Program 
Christie Conover
Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis
Production Director 
Ron Mueller
Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak
Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith
Costume Coordinator/Designer  
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano
Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane
Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich
Program Manager for Stewardship  
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Development Assistant
Christie Preston
Operations Manager and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Kayla Pierce
Recording Engineer and  
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison
Assistant Recording Engineer
Jacob Moginot
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Director of Ticketing and 
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 
Front of House Director 
Rojana Savoye
Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala
Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy
Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti
Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry
Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen
Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger
Macy Crow
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Morgan Ochs
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and  
CU Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for Stakeholder  
and Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 
Front of House Director 
Rojana Savoye
House Manager 
Devin Hegger  

Current as of Feb. 10, 2025.
Photo credit: Glenn Asakawa.
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