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NEED TO KNOW

Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMMODATIONS?
Visit cupresents.org/accessibility to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house management.
Some venues may not be able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES, and
refrain from use during the performance. View this program on your
device anytime before or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.



http://www.cupresents.org/accessibility

Faculty Tuesdays
Under the Same Sky
Harumi Rhodes, violin

Luka Vezmar, accordion
David Requiro, cello
Nicholas Felder, vocalist
Laura Pérez-Rangel, violin
Andrea Segar, violin

Alex Gonzalez, violin

Emilie Tupper, violin

BB Seidenberg, violin
Katharine Nelson, violin
Renee Gilliland, violin/claves
Erika Eckert, viola

Walt Conte, viola

Aimée McAnulty, viola

Leah Frederick, viola/tambourine
Meta Weiss, cello

Katharine Fornshell, cello
Caleb Siefert, cello

Julian Bennett, cello

Susan Cahill, bass

7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2025
Grusin Music Hall
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PROGRAM
Under The Same Sky

World Premiere

Luka Vezmar

Harumi Rhodes, violin
Luka VVezmar, accordion

Selections from
“Rejoice! Sonata for Violin and Cello”
Sofia Gubaidulina (1931-2025)

Harumi Rhodes, violin
David Requiro, cello

Sing With Me
Colorado Premiere
Nicholas Felder
Nicholas Felder, vocalist
Harumi Rhodes, violin
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La Follia Variations

(After Concerto Grosso No.12 by Francesco Geminiani)

Michi Wiancko

Harumi Rhodes, violin

Laura Péerez-Rangel, violin
Andrea Segar, violin

Alex Gonzalez, violin

Emilie Tupper, violin

BB Seidenberg, violin
Katharine Nelson, violin
Renee Gilliland, violin/claves
Erika Eckert, viola

Walt Conte, viola

Aimée McAnulty, viola

Leah Frederick, viola/tambourine
Meta Weiss, cello

Katharine Fornshell, cello
Caleb Seifert, cello

Julian Bennett, cello

Susan Cahill, bass
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PROGRAM NOTES
Under The Same Sky

World Premiere

Luka Vezmar

Under The Same Sky, composed by Luka Vezmar and
commissioned by Harumi Rhodes, is a piece about discovery, joy
and intrigue. Scored for violin and accordion, Under the Same
Sky blends music and theatrics to tell the story of two musicians
discovering what their instruments can do, and what music they
can make together. The violin and accordion are heavily used in
many styles of folk music, which influenced certain sections of this
piece. Through music, we can bring joy, community, a sense of
togetherness and the feeling that even despite our differences, we
all live Under the Same Sky. —Program note by Luka Vezmar

Selections from

“Rejoice! Sonata for Violin and Cello”

Sofia Gubaidulina (1931-2025)

Rejoice is the metaphorical representation of the transition to
another reality, expressed through the juxtaposition of normal
sound and harmonics. The possibility of producing different
pitches at the same point on a string on a stringed instrument can
be experienced in music as the transition to another level of reality.
And such an experience is nothing other than joy. Flageolet tones
have of course been used thousands of times and there is nothing
extraordinary about this technique. Here, however, it is a matter of
experiencing these tones not just as a timbre or a coloration, not
as the clothing of a thing, but as its essence, the essence of its
form as “transfiguration.” And only art can achieve this.
—Program note by Sofia Gubaidulina
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Sing With Me
Colorado Premiere
Nicholas Felder

Sing With Me is a prayer and meditation. A journal entry. A call
to action. It asks for a simple duet with a friend while also urging
a need for community when advocating for people’s rights and
wellbeing as well as your own.This piece encapsulates a love
that is contemplative and vulnerable. Bittersweet and peaceful.
A love that is warm and fierce and weary and hopeful. The music
illustrates love as a process—something that seems elusive at
times but then may return when we ask for it.

—Program note by Nicholas Felder

Listen, listen.
Listen, listen.

Sing with me, Use your voice

Sing with me, Let this song go on.
We can give with all our hearts now,
Sing out loud.

Let this song go on.

Give me hope,

give me peace.

Keep me strong.

Don’t let me weep.

There are moments

Filled with love. They live within me-
Breathe, hold on and leap.
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Sing with me, Sing with me
Breathe again.

You’re you again.

You again.

Sing with me,

Use your voice.

Sing with me,

Let this song go on.

We can give with all our bodies,
Sing out now.

Let this song go on.

You see me for all | am.
With you, | breathe.

I’m whole again.

There are moments

Filled with love.

Don’t forget them —

Hold on, hold on and leap.

Sing with me, Sing with me
Sing

Use your voice
Sing with me.
Don’t give up now,
Let this song go on
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Now’s your time
To step into the light

Sing.

La Follia Variations

(After Concerto Grosso No.12 by Francesco Geminiani)

Michi Wiancko

La Follia in its purest form refers to a simple harmonic progression,
which has been borrowed and used by more than 150 composers
over the course of the past three centuries. Much like the 12-bar
blues progression, it was originally intended as a structure to be
improvised on. My arrangement is based on Geminiani’s Concerto
Grosso No. 12 (1729) which was, in turn, arranged after Corelli’s
Sonata for Violin (1700). Although many of these Variations for
String Orchestra incorporate modern technique and textures,

my intention was to highlight my favorite aspects of the music
made 300 years ago—aspects which still resonate strongly with
us today: passion, improvisation, intimacy and the occasional
moment of irreverence.

—Program note by Michi Wiancko
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PERSONNEL

Luka Vezmar

Luka Vezmar is a composer, oboist and accordionist. He is currently
completing a Bachelor of Music at the University of Colorado
Boulder, with a dual degree in oboe performance and composition.
While his music spans many styles, he has a deep passion for

film and film music. “l am fascinated by the way music can shape

a story, evoke emotion, and bring scenes to life.” This has had

a strong influence on his compositional voice, and he enjoys
exploring how musical storytelling can cross genres and formats.

Sofia Gubaidulina
Sofia Asgatovna Gubaidulina was born in the USSR on 24 October

1931 in Chistopol, a small town in the Tatar Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic, not far to the west of the Ural Mountains which
form the natural border between Europe and Asia. Her father was
Volga Tatar and a surveyor by profession, her mother of Russian
and Polish descent, and the family language was Russian. While
the composer was still a child, the family moved to the Tatar
capital city of Kazan, and it was there she attended musical
school, and then the Kazan Conservatory, studying piano and
composition. Graduating in 1954, she transferred to the Moscow
Conservatory, where she was taught by Nikolai Peiko and, later,
Vissarion Shebalin, finally completing her studies in 1961.

After admission to the Composers’ Union, an essential step for
anyone wishing to earn a living writing music in Soviet times, she
became a freelance composer, surviving by writing children’s
music and, more importantly, film scores. Music for cinema
became her main source of income for the next 30 years.
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Even at this early period, the titles and character of her pieces
made strikingly clear Gubaidulina’s fascination with religion,
something which caused her trouble with the Soviet authorities,
especially when her music was performed abroad. In 1980, she
composed her first violin concerto, Offertorium (subsequently
twice revised), for Gidon Kremer, who performed the piece widely
across the world, thus garnering her international attention and
commissions from many performers and orchestras in Western
Europe, the U.S. and in Japan. In 1992, with the collapse of the
USSR, she moved to a small village outside Hamburg, Germany,
where she lived until her death on 13 March 2025.

For the composer herself, her choral and orchestral works were
especially important, perhaps most of all the massive full-evening
diptych of the Johannes-Passion (2000) and its companion

piece Johannes-Ostern (2001). But she continued to compose a
great deal of chamber music and relished her relationships with
individual performers.

Over the years, Gubaidulina has been given many prizes, honours
and awards, and in 2021, the year of her 90th birthday, there were
celebrations of her life and work, in many countries of the world.
Her greatest wish, however, always remained that she should
continue to write music, quietly and at home. Reprinted by kind
permission of Gerard McBurney/Boosey & Hawkes
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Nicholas Felder

Having a passion for community engagement and working with
youth, Nicholas Felder (he/him) is a Black queer artist, composer-
vocalist, activist and educator who creates art that inspires
relational bonds between people in a given space. He builds
community in artmaking, unlocking truths around self-identity and
creating a space for embodied expression. Felder has led arts
programs and workshops with numerous organizations, such as El
Sistema Colorado, Neutral Zone (Ann Arbor, Michigan), the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra and American Composers Orchestra. He
loves to encourage teens to express their social and political views
through artmaking. Felder has earned degrees from the University
of Michigan and Kennesaw State University and is currently
earning a Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) in music composition at
the University of Colorado Boulder.

Michi Wiancko

Michi Wiancko is a versatile and highly imaginative composer,
violinist and collaborator, whose multi-faceted creative projects
and organizational work prioritize artistic discovery, as well as
community resilience and social change.

Recent chamber music commissions include works for Orpheus
Chamber Orchestra, The Knights, Boston Chamber Music Society,
Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble Connect, Schubert Club, Accordo, The
Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, East Coast Chamber Orchestra,
Anne Akiko Meyers, Ecstatic Music Festival, Aizuri Quartet, Parker
Quartet, Friction Quartet,and the Jupiter Quartet, to name a few.
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Wiancko’s first opera, Murasaki’s Moon, for which she was a

2018 recipient of an Opera America Commissioning Grant,
premiered at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in May 2019 and was
commissioned by Met Live Arts, Onsite Opera and American Lyric
Theater. Since then, she has composed two more operas: Arkana
Aquarium, commissioned by Experiments in Opera and premiered
in 2021, and The Stream, commissioned by Baldwin Wallace and
the Cleveland Lyric Theater, and premiered in 2022. Wiancko

has also composed music for short and feature-length films,
commercials, and for her own band, Kono Michi.

A passionate collaborator, Wiancko has been fortunate to work
and tour with renowned artists from across a vast musical
spectrum: Gabriela Lena Frank, Missy Mazzoli, PaviElle French,
Vijay lyer, Steve Reich, Jenn Wasner, Emily Wells, Laurie Anderson,
Judd Greenstein, William Brittelle, Paula Matthusen, Kaoru
Watanabe, Qasim Naqvi, Mark Dancigers, Satoshi Takeishi, Mazz
Swift, Cristina Pato, Sandeep Das, Jessie Montgomery, Emanuel
AXx, Yo-Yo Ma, Patricia Kopatchinskaja, Matt Berninger, Dolio

the Sleuth and Rench. A member of Silkroad and the East Coast
Chamber Orchestra, she has also performed with The Knights, A
Far Cry, Mark Morris Dance Group, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra,
Alarm Will Sound and International Contemporary Ensemble.

In addition to her composition and performing career, Wiancko

is director and curator of Antenna Cloud Farm, a music festival,
arts retreat, and community organization based in western
Massachusetts. She also founded The Experimental Institute, a
summer intensive for talented performers that centers creative
artistry and liberatory practice.
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Since 1920, the College of Music

offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National

Association of Schools of Music since 1941.
V3 T

Visit Website

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024.
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.


https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://www.colorado.edu/music/giving

CU* PRESENTS is the home
of performing arts on the beautiful
University of Colorado Boulder campus.

Visit Website

Explore All Events

The Drowsy Chaperone (2023). . A
Rhc_;_to credit: Bennet Forsyth. : v
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$25,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999

Marda Buchholz

Kate and Matt Cimino

James and Peggy Gutmann
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Lynn Streeter

Barbara Wagner

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Dave Bowers

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Daniel Trump

Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499

Maralee Beck and Andy Safir

Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel P. Sher
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss

Sandra and Bruce Dudley

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Your support helps keep

our music alive.

Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the
world-class music education and life-changing
professional opportunities we offer our students.
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring
the future of music at our university and in our
community.

Join our community of supporters!
* Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
e Contact our Advancement team

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between
Feb. 1, 2024-July 31, 2025.

Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voilleque
David and Georgia Nelson

Chris and Linda Paris

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Frank Spaid

Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly Il
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Alenka and Peter Han

Connie and Allen Hayden

John Hedderich

Richard* and Ruth Irvin

Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Linda Laird Giedl

Patricia and Thomas Miner

Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.

Connie and Harold Roth

Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen

Kelli and Van Hoisington

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous

Ingrid Becher

Cathy and Richard Berman
Steven Board

Laura and John Courier

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil

James Klausman

Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips

Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$150-$299

Anonymous

Jan Alexander

Mary and Davin Anderson
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers

David Becher

Judy Congdon

Karen Connolly

Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David

John and Zahra Davis
Robert Garnett

Jim Garrison

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Janie and Craig Lanning
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Karen Musick

Hien Nguyen

Gene Pollart

Pamela Rafferty

Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
William Roettker

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme

Terry and Janet Venard

$50-$149

Anonymous

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
in memory of Benjamin Michael Pollack
Robert Barford

Kimberly and James Beasley
Kimberly and Robert Bond

Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud

Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
in honor of Hubert Brown

Charles Byerly and Juliet Berzsenyi

Susan and William Campbell

John Davis

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna

Jackie Earnhart

Daniel Easton

Stephen Fincher

David Flory

Irma and Richard Gallagher
in honor of Alejandro Miguel Gallagher
Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Floyd Pierce
Tanya Ramond
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
Carmen and John Roebke
Judy Rogers
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Lonnie Simmons
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow
in memory of Sue Ann Symonds
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael Bendure
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic
Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of
Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support
and Programming
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and
Program Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

RSONNEL

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Director of Ticketing and
Patron Services
Adrienne Havelka

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant
Dana Cutti

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen

Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero

Aidan Biffinger

Macy Crow

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM
Director, Macky Auditorium and
Artist Series

Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director
for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager
Devin Hegger

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

Personnel lists current as

of Aug. 20, 2025. Visit the
most up to date staff directory
at this link.
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