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New director takes reins of 
Pendulum New Music
By Olivia Lerwick
Creating room for the unknown, inviting people into 
places they never thought they could go, using music 
as a way to create new possibilities for all. These 
things are imperative for music, especially classical 
music, to survive. They also happen to be things that 
Annika Socolofsky, the College of Music’s newest 
composition faculty member, does very well. 
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An avant-folk vocalist and distinguished composer, 
Socolofsky has composed and performed with 
ensembles such as Eighth Blackbird, the Knoxville 
Symphony, the Mizzou New Music Ensemble and 
the Carnegie Mellon Contemporary Ensemble. She 
looks forward to bringing what she has learned in 
these collaborations to her students as the director 
of pendulum new music.

Socolofsky is also occupied by current events and 
the needs of her community, and she is constantly 
looking for ways to strengthen and enrich her 
students. She remarks that “...[she is] excited to 
play a part in helping Pendulum grow in a way that 
expands its support for students of all musical 
backgrounds on campus.”

Socolofsky’s music draws from many genres and 
often seeks to re-imagine old traditions in a new 
light. She loves collaborating with musicians on her 
projects, giving them creative license with what’s 
written, as she believes that a piece is reimagined 
every time it’s performed. Each piece balances 
the tension between her ideas, the musician’s 
interpretations, and the desires of whomever 
requested the work.
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“Even if a piece is commissioned, like most of 
mine now are, I still need to find a way to make it 
my own,” Socolofsky says. “Physical activities like 
walking, running and especially singing help me to 
think through what purpose I want for the piece 
within the parameters of the project.” 

Although her voice is perhaps her main instrument, 
Socolofsky plays the fiddle, accordion and hardanger 
d’amore (a scandinavian fiddle with 10 strings). She 
also played the violin in her high school orchestra, 
and it was in high school that she was first exposed 
to the idea of composing. As their final project, her 
orchestra director, Mr. Greene, asked that all of the 
seniors either play a concerto, conduct a piece, or 
write a piece for orchestra. 

“I had never even thought about composing as being 
a possibility for me,” Socolofsky remembers. “That 
opportunity inspired me to apply for composition in 
my undergrad and eventually make it my vocation. 
It’s also a big part of why I want to teach, so that 
I can mentor students in the way that Mr. Greene 
mentored me.” 

Click here to read more about Annika Socolofsky.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/2020/08/05/meet-assistant-professor-composition-and-director-pendulum-new-music-annika-socolofsky
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Faculty Tuesdays
Dreams or Nightmares?
Jennifer Hayghe, piano
Alexandra Nguyen, piano
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020

Scherzo, from incidental music to  
Ein Sommernachtstraum, Op. 61
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
arr. Isidor Philipp

Danse macabre: Poème symphonique, Op. 40
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)

Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune, L. 86
Claude Debussy (1862-1918)

L’apprenti sorcier: Scherzo d’après une ballade  
de Goethe
Paul Dukas (1865-1935)

Summerland
William Grant Still (1895-1978)
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Three Movements from Petrushka
Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)
 I. Russian Dance
 II. In Petrushka’s Room
 III. Shrovetide Fair

About the performers
CU Boulder College of Music faculty
Click on a name to view a performer’s biography.
Jennifer Hayghe, piano
Alexandra Nguyen, piano

https://www.colorado.edu/music/jennifer-hayghe
https://www.colorado.edu/music/alexandra-nguyen


6      2020-21 Season CU COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Watch. Listen. Gather. Online.
Each week we bring you curated creations from the 
artists you’d see in any other CU Presents season, in 
the comfort of your own home. 
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.

Gifts to the College of Music Dean’s Annual Fund 
have a greater impact than ever before, serving as 
the college’s lifeline to address the rapidly changing 
needs of our students, faculty, staff and programs. 
Your support helps keep our people safe and our 
music alive.

Call to make a gift 
at 303-492-3054OR
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean
Robert Shay
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg
Assistant Dean for Concerts and Communications
Joan McLean Braun
Senior Associate Dean
John Davis
Interim Assistant Dean for Advancement
Angela Farone

Director of Strategic Initiatives and Special Assistant 
to the Dean
Alexander George
Assistant Dean for Budget and Finance
Carrie Howard
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management
Matthew Roeder

CU PRESENTS
Executive Director
Joan McLean Braun 
Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley  
Operations Director
Andrew Metzroth
Director of Communications, College of Music
Jessie Bauters  
Director, Macky Auditorium
Rudy Betancourt
Assistant Director of Marketing
Daniel Leonard 
Public Relations Manager
Becca Vaclavik
Publications Specialist
Sabrina Green  
Digital Communications Assistant
Tiara Stephan
Marketing Assistant
Natalie Werner
Public Relations Assistant
Olivia Lerwick
Social Content Creator
Erika Haase 
Video Producer
Vanessa Cornejo

Box Office Manager
Christin Woolley 
Box Office Services Coordinator
Adrienne Havelka
Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey
Recording Engineer
Kevin Harbison
Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen
Scheduling and Operations Coordinator
Devin Welch
Senior Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey
Director of Development
Ashley Harkrader
Assistant Director of Development
Lauren Nichols
Assistant Director of Annual Giving and Alumni 
Engagement
Emily Chesnic
Senior Events Manager
Katie Neal
Program Manager for Strategy and Stewardship
Madison Munn
Development Assistant
Caitlin Stokes
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