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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
• Refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

• Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

• Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories 
and ancestral homelands of the 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many 
other Native American nations.  
Their forced removal from these 
territories has caused devastating 
and lasting impacts. 

Read full land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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SoundWorks
New electronic music by CU composers and guest artist, Angélica Negrón
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024
ATLAS B2 BlackBox Experimental Theater

Program
Los (otros) estados // The (Other) States
Boca // Mouth
Cítrica // Citric 
Marchitada // Withered
Planeaciones //Glidings
Sembrar // Sow
Evaporada // Evaporated

All music written and performed by Angélica Negrón
Videos by Michael Anthony Carter

64-Bit Electronic Composition Competition Finalists

—Intermission—
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Ponderosa Effigy 
Alan Mackwell
Alan Mackwell, solo fujara and electronics (fixed media and live processing)

immerse (Op. 18) 
Keenan Powell, 2023 Spark Award Winner

concourse part i
kitchen gun
concourse part ii
conjumorph
concourse part iii
elysium is oft elusive for the landed Gentry
concourse part iv

Fixed media

Pre/postlude: Free Flow
Abby Kellems, 2023 Spark Award Winner
Fixed media and video

Winners of the 64-Bit Competition
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Program notes
Los (otros) estados // The (Other) States
Angélica Negrón
These are songs exploring shifts in states of matter and being, playing with 
natural and artificial elements and inspired by the in-betweens.

Ponderosa Effigy 
Alan Mackwell
Inspired by a scene from Cormac McCarthy’s novel Blood Meridian, the 
remains of a wildfire in Northern New Mexico, and the devastating acequia flash 
floods in the mountain communities during the summer of 2022, Ponderosa 
Effigy explores the ever-increasing brutality of New Mexico’s wildfire season; 
expressing the fear and horror conjured by images and stories of affected parts 
of the state, and fury and anger at the growth of the fossil-fuel industry amidst 
a hellish climate crisis in such a vulnerable and sacred place.

Pre/postlude: Free Flow
Abby Kellems, 2023 Spark Award Winner
The Yampa River, which flows through northwest Colorado, is one of just a 
few undammed rivers left in the western United States. Because it still flows 
freely, it’s able to continue to sustain critical fish and plant species that have 
disappeared from the other rivers in the Colorado River system that have been 
impacted by dams. Although dams can be a source of relatively clean power, 
many of those still standing in the US are obsolete, unsafe, and destructive to 
the environment. 

As its title suggests, Pre/postlude: Free Flow was conceived as both a prelude 
and a postlude to Dammed, a larger work-in-progress that explores the impact 
of dams in Colorado. It uses field recordings that I took of the Yampa river 
both above and below the water, as well as snippets of music performed by 
myself and members of the Juniper Winds, and transforms them into a watery 
soundscape bursting with life and power. It’s a celebration of undammed rivers, 
and a hope for what dammed rivers can be again.
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink; click or tap for more information.

CU Boulder SoundWorks 
Egemen Kesikli, director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, outreach coordinator
Rain Michael, stage manager
Abby Kellems, Gracie Fagan and Josie Arnett, social media

Angélica Negrón
Puerto Rican-born composer and multi-instrumentalist Angélica Negrón writes 
music for accordions, robotic instruments, toys, and electronics as well as for 
chamber ensembles, orchestras, choir and film. Her music has been described 
as “wistfully idiosyncratic and contemplative” (WQXR/Q2) while The New York 
Times noted her “capacity to surprise.” Negrón has been commissioned by the 
Bang on a Can All-Stars, Kronos Quartet, loadbang, MATA Festival, Brooklyn 
Youth Chorus, Sō Percussion, the American Composers Orchestra and the 
New York Botanical Garden, among others. She has composed numerous film 
scores, including Landfall (2020) and Memories of a Penitent Heart (2016), in 
collaboration with filmmaker Cecilia Aldarondo. She was the recipient of the 
2022 Hermitage Greenfield Prize. Upcoming premieres include works for the 
Seattle Symphony, LA Philharmonic, NY Philharmonic Project 19 initiative and 
multiple performances at Big Ears Festival 2022. Negrón continues to perform 
and compose for film.

Alan Mackwell
Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a command of 
complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal), New Zealander-American 
Alan Mackwell (b.1998) is a BMI award-winning young composer and banjo-
player based in Boulder, Colorado. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a 
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the Permian Basin, 
northern New Mexico and Appalachian North Carolina using a highly resonant 
and bluegrass-influenced musical language, as well as the utilization of original 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
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field recordings and interactive/generative digital interfaces. He earned his BM 
at the Boston Conservatory, where he studied with John Murphree, Eun Young 
Lee, Curtis Hughes and Marti Epstein, and earned an MA at Tufts University 
where he studied with John McDonald and Kareem Roustom. Mackwell is 
currently pursuing a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he 
teaches an Intro to Music Technology course. 

Mackwell’s music has been played on three different continents, and several 
U.S. states. His compositions have been played by high-achieving groups such 
as The Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, 
The Boston Conservatory Contemporary Music Ensemble, Hub New Music and 
the Corvus Ensemble. He was the grand prize winner of the Philadelphia Youth 
Orchestra’s Inaugural Young Composers’ Competition in addition to being a 
two-time finalist for the Todd Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by 
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

Abby Kellems
Abby Kellems is a composer, pianist and occasional tuba player based in 
Boulder. Her work explores the images and intricacies of the natural world, 
and she focuses on creating musical experiences that facilitate a deeper 
relationship between listeners, performers and the environment. She completed 
a Bachelor of Music in music composition at the University of Oregon, where 
she studied with David Crumb and Robert Kyr. Kellems is currently pursuing a 
Master in Music in music composition at the University of ColoradobBoulder, 
where she teaches aural skills and studies with Annika Socolofsky and Michael 
Theodore. She is also a founding member of the Plein Air Sound Collective, 
an ecosystem of composers, performers, producers, and other artists with the 
common goal of exploring the relationship between sound and environment.

Keenan Powell
Keenan Powell has been composing music since he was in middle school. He 
started his journey through composition with several pieces for solo piano. 
After that, he wrote for string ensemble, mixed percussion and symphony 
orchestra. Along the way, he has discovered a love for electronics in music 
from live electronic processing to electronic synthesis.  
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Powell has studied the piano for more than a decade. He has also studied 
the cello, violin, voice and guitar. He uses this knowledge to inform his 
compositional process. If he does not have performance experience on an 
instrument he wants to write for, he will seek out performers to learn the ins 
and outs of that instrument. This serves his continuing goal of ensuring his 
music is fun to perform! 



  2023-24 Season CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

2023-24 
Upcoming Events

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always be 
up to date. Click or tap below to explore your options.

Artist Series
Tickets start at $20

 
 

Eklund Opera
Tickets start at $15

Bachelor of Music in 
Musical Theatre Program
Tickets start at $17

Faculty Tuesdays and 
Guest Artist Recitals
Free, no tickets required

https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
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Student Ensembles
Free, no tickets required

Student Recitals
Free, no tickets required

Educational Events
Free, reservation requirements vary

Visit the College of Music website

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/education/
https://cupresents.org/performance/2849/cu-holiday-festival/2023-holiday-festival/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap 
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund 
Supporters 

$50,000+
Maria Johnson
David Turner*

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Ken and Ruth Wright

$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Laurie Hathorn
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart in 
memory of Charles Wetherbee

Lynn Streeter
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Dave Bowers
Katherine and Hassan Dayem
Doree Hickman in memory of Bruce 
Ekstrand

Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Barbara and Michael Gerber
Ben and Pattie Nelson
The Seaver Institute
Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (1)
Sue and Barry Baer
Cathy and Richard Berman
Marda Buchholz
Bob Bunting

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 
Trembly in memory of Berton Coffin

Mary and Lloyd Gelman
Sara and David Harper
Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Kimberly and Matthew McCabe
Barbara Nichols
Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of 
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

Gail and Michael Shimmin
Frank Spaid
Mary Tyler
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
Karen Connolly
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in honor of 
Louise B. Steineck

Jonathan and Shari Fox
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Ruth and Richard Irvin
V. R. Hoisington
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Kay and Daryl James
Joan McLean Braun
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 
Voillequé

Chris and Linda Paris
Lawrence Robins in memory of 
Florence Robins

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Short in memory of  
Virginia Short

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
The Boeing Company
Laura and John Courier
Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
James and Donna Klausman
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Pamela Rafferty
Madalynn Schmidt
Cindi and John Stetson

$150-$299
Anonymous (1)
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
David Becher
Timothy Brown
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Elvis Coble
Elisabeth David
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
Beverly and Bruce Fest
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Jon Finson
FM Global Foundation
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein in 
memory of Herb Millmann

Edward Kellenberger
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Donna Meckley
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Sarah Royall
Jan Schiff
Suan and Russell Schnell
Susanne Skyrm
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

$50-$149
Ball Corporation
Steven Board
Barbara and Myron Caspar
David Chadwick in memory of  
Donna Grayson

Judy Congdon in memory of  
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in memory of 
Susan Peterson

Alexandra Cramer
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Ithiel Frame
Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Derek Gulley
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson

Lynn and Bruce Haines in memory of 
Josephine Haines

Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman in memory 
of Helen and A. Glenn Miller

Intel Foundation
Hans Jordan and J. Mulcahy
Diana Kahn in memory of Ruth Kahn
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Joyce and Stewart Kull
Janie and Craig Lanning in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Kim and Bob Larsen
Nancy and Paul Levitt
Kerry Lightenburger
Bill Lockhart
Marian Matheson
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie
Katherine Mead
Kathleen and Gregory Merilatt
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Karen Musick in honor of Ray and 
Diane Phillips

Usha and Ramkumar Narayanswamy
Hien Nguyen
Diane and William Reuler in memory 
of Berton Coffin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Janice Sanders

Rojana Savoye
Sarah Seggerman
Christy and Terry Smith
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers
Rose Terada
Carol Thieme
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and 
Richard Grubb

Janet and Terry Venard
Jean Wainwright
Nancy Whittemore and Michael 
Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win
Dorothy Young

* Deceased

Thank you to all individuals who have 
contributed. This list comprises all 
gifts of $50+ made to the College of 
Music Dean’s Annual Fund between 
June 1, 2022 and Nov. 30, 2023. 
If you are interested in making a 
donation to the Dean’s Annual Fund, 
please contact Assistant Dean 
for Advancement Andrew Todd at 
atodd@colorado.edu. 



  2023-24 Season CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

As of Jan. 10, 2024

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for 
Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Chris Evans 
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Assistant Dean for Concerts 
and Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for  
Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino 
Assistant Dean for Budget 
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Communications and 
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for Stewardship 
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch
Senior Program Manager 
for Events
Mikaela Rich
Operations Manager and Head 
Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Photo/image credits: Glenn 
Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, 
Patrick Campbell, Casey Cass, John 
Mac, Patrick Wine

Personnel 
CU PRESENTS
Executive Director 
Joan McLean Braun 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Operations Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing Manager 
Elise Zabala
Multimedia and Content Manager 
Lara Minichiello
Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence
Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti
Video Assistant 
Tyler Moffat
Box Office Manager 
Adrienne Havelka  
Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry
Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Roman Bailey
Macy Crow
Grant Hollis
Morgan Ochs
Lily Valdez
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