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Director’s note
A very long time ago in a faraway moonlit 
country, six lowly workers—let’s call them rude 
mechanicals—decided to put on a play. This is 
their story.
 
In this re-envisioning, they are not merely 
the rude or rough; they are the popular 
mechanicals. The mechanicals—craftsmen, 
artisans—are witty and feisty, a select group, 
the best in all of Athens, and they have chosen 
their play ... although they perhaps have not 
read it carefully. Pronouncing it “merry” and “a 
most lamentable comedy”—Ovid’s tragic tale 
of Pyramus and Thisbe, one of the sources for 
Romeo and Juliet —is perhaps not the best 
choice to celebrate a wedding. But here, we 
see this dedicated group “backstage” planning 
and rehearsing with sometimes great focus and 
more often distraction, for the play’s the thing 
and lord what fools these mortals be.

This play was born from an improvised 
divertissement and crafted into a mélange 
of Shakespeare and vaudeville and stand-
up comedy, song and dance and witty 
commentary.
 
It has a firm foot in its Australian comic heritage 
(as well as its Shakespearean), and there might 
be terms you don’t understand—words, words, 
words. Below is a short glossary of just a few. 
But in the meantime, let the rollercoaster antics 
of our wonderful cast carry you through this 
adventure.
 
Twistie: a snack food similar to the Cheeto
Mintie: brand name of a chewy mint 
Pissed: drunk
Bot-em: borrow them
Garlic ponging: stinking of garlic
Brekkie: Breakfast
Dag: nerd
Chooks: chickens
Crikey: an exclamation of surprise
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The Department of Theatre & Dance is a community of students, scholars, artists and artisans who 
regard the collaborative and creative process as the core of education.
Learn more at colorado.edu/theatredance.

CU Presents is the home of performing arts on the beautiful University of Colorado Boulder campus. 
With hundreds of concerts, plays, recitals and more on our stages each year, there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy. Find your next performance at cupresents.org.

Keep in touch! Send your email address to be added to our events mailing list at cupresents.org/email.
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