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Setting
The action takes place in Helmer’s house in Christiania.

Director’s Note
The characters and dynamics in A Doll House have 
intrigued me throughout my career so I am grateful to 
Roe Green and the talented faculty, staff and students 
at the University of Colorado to have the opportunity to 
adapt and direct it. Working on the adaptation, I read 
many versions of the play and came to agree with scholar 
Rolf Fjelde who said, “Ibsen titled his play Et dukkehjem 
—A Doll House, without the possessive ‘s… it is the entire 
house which is on trial, the total complex of relationships, 
including husband, wife, children, servants, upstairs and 
downstairs, that is tested by the visitors that come and 
go, embodying aspects of the inescapable reality outside.  
No character is superfluous in the design, nor negligible 
in performance.” This play was set in Norway in 1879 
and is very much rooted to that time and place. Or is 
it?  Women then had little freedom and were expected 
to fulfill conscribed roles in their home and society. As 
Americans in 2017, women enjoy equality under the law, 
and yet we continue to struggle to become fully realized 
human beings making our own decisions about who 
we are and what we hope to become as individuals, in 
families and as a society.  It is my sincere wish that this 
production will further our conversation.

—Ina Marlowe, Director

When a lie is exposed, how do we continue to live the life 
we once led?  Ibsen often asked his audience to consider 
this question.  Ibsen’s “life-lie,” as it is known, presents 
the characters and audience with a choice: go back to 
life before the lie was exposed or leave the lie behind. 
For Nora, the choice she faces and ultimately makes after 
the “life-lie” is exposed feels inevitable to our modern 
sensibilities. However, when it premiered in 1879, her 
decision was almost unheard of.  How could she? Yet, as 
one critic noted, “Is there anyone who does not feel that 
it is this delightful young woman’s duty, her inescapable 
duty, to leave this gentleman, this husband, who slowly 
sacrifices her on the altar of his egotism, and who fails to 
understand her value as a human being.”

—Stephanie Prugh, PhD
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Bette and Boo seem to be the perfect couple … until unforeseen tragedy drives her to God and him to 
the bottle. This often hilarious, often heartbreaking portrait of a married couple in the 1950s, as narrated 
by their grown son, is a touching journey in love and loss.

THE MARRIAGE OF BETTE AND BOO is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play 
Service, Inc., New York.
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cupresents.org · 303-492-8008
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This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF). The aims of this national theater education 
program are to identify and promote quality in college level theater 
production. To this end, each production entered is eligible for a 
response by a regional KCACTF representative, and selected students 
and faculty are invited to participate in KCACTF programs involving 
scholarships, internships, grants and awards for actors, directors, 
dramaturgs, playwrights, designers, stage managers and critics at both 
the regional and national levels. 

Productions entered on the Participating level are eligible for invitation 
to the KCACTF regional festival and may also be considered for national 
awards recognizing outstanding achievement in production, design, 
direction and performance. 

Last year more than 1,300 productions were entered in the KCACTF 
involving more than 200,000 students nationwide. By entering this 
production, our theater department is sharing in the KCACTF goals 
to recognize, reward, and celebrate the exemplary work produced in 
college and university theaters across the nation.
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